
 

 

   COLUMBUS WATER & LIGHT 
COMMISSION MEETING 

JANUARY 14, 2016 
 

CWL Commission President Poser called the CWL Commission meeting to order at 4:00 pm.  
Commissioners present:  Poser, Lang, Sanderson, Crombie, Melotte and Andler.  Excused Robbins.  
Also present at the meeting was CWL Sup’t. Anthon, ESR Stieve and Jake Boness of the 
Columbus/Fall River Snowmobile Club (departed at 4:08pm).   

 
It was reported that the City Clerk, as required by appropriate Wisconsin Statutes, had given 

proper public notice of the meeting. 
 
The Agenda for the meeting was approved on a motion by Crombie, seconded by Melotte.   
 
Visitor’s Comments and Utility Communications:  Boness presented the Commission with a 

memo and map with a proposed route, outlining the CFR Snowmobile Club’s request to cross the 
Water Tower Property, on the north east side with a snowmobile trail.  Boness explained that the trail 
is insured through the State of Wisconsin.  The Commission requested that the proposed snowmobile 
trail cross Tower Drive on the south side of the water tower property adjacent to Associated Bank’s 
property.  Motion by Sanderson to approve the snowmobile trail route as presented by Boness.  This 
motion died due to lack of a second.  Motion by Melotte, second by Lang, for the snowmobile trail to 
cross on the south side of the water tower property adjacent to Associated Bank’s property, motion 
carried.  Next ESR Stieve explained WPPI’s Economic Development Rate that is available for 
existing customers that expand within CWL’s territory or for new customers that relocate to CWL’s 
territory.  In order for CWL to offer this to customers or potential customers, CWL would need to 
apply to the PSC for the appropriate tariff.  Stieve was going to ask the WPPI Rates Department what 
steps would be necessary and if there were any costs associated with implementing this tariff prior to 
the next full electric rate case.   

 
The Consent Agenda which consisted of the December 10th CWL Commission Meeting minutes, 

Monthly Treasurer’s Report and Outage Report was approved on a motion from Crombie, seconded 
by Melotte.   

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

July 13th Wind Storm Review/Update:  Anthon reported that CWL has been paid by EMC 
Insurance for the storm related charges.  The funds that were used from CWL’s Depreciation 
Account # 1266 to pay for mutual aid expenses have been replaced.  In total, CWL was refunded 
$207,563.30 for storm related damages. 

 
2016 CWL Borrowing/Bonding Discussion:  Based on last month’s presentation by Greg 

Johnson of Ehlers Associates the CWL Commission discussed the merits of obtaining revenue bonds 
for 15 years or 20 years.  The 15 year bonds will save CWL approximately $600,000 in interest 
versus the 20 year bonds.  The 20 year bonds do offer lower P&I payments for the length of the bond 
term.  Anthon noted that the principal and interest (P&I) payments on the 15 year bonds would be 
less than the 2005 MRB P&I payments that were made prior to the refunding of the 05 MRBs.  Also, 
Anthon commented that based on the projections by Ehlers, CWL’s coverage ratio will be more than 
adequate to support the 15 year bonds.  On January 12th, Anthon  
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attended a meeting at City Hall with the City Council and Greg Johnson of Ehlers.  Ehlers presented 
a ‘draft’ plan for borrowing for the City.  Based on discussion at that meeting, Johnson  
suggested that the borrowing resolutions be acted on by the City Council no later than April 5th, in 
order for the funds to be available by June 1st.  Therefore, the CWL Commission will need to finalize 
the CWL borrowing plan at the March CWL Commission Meeting.  The CWL Commission directed 
Anthon to request that Ehlers prepare a borrowing plan that would show the effects of the electric 
department repaying their portions of the bonds in 15 years and the water department repaying their 
bonds over 20 years.   
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Cash Disbursements/Accounts Payable Reports:  The Commission reviewed the December Cash 
Disbursements Report.  Checks numbered 18217-18282 and 35 wire and ACH transfers, totaled 
$907,325.27.  The Commission reviewed the Accounts Payable Report and ordered paid 49 requests 
totaling $112,735.24.  Motion by Lang, second by Melotte, to approve paying the 49 requests from 
the AP Report, and to transfer $3,250 from the Depreciation Account #1266 to General Checking 
Account #1310, and to transfer $2,738.00 from the James Street Account #1257 to General Checking 
Account #1310 motion carried.  The December cost per kilowatt-hour was $0.07867.  Reports were 
approved and placed on file.  

 
2017 James Street Project Directional Boring Project Bid Approval:  In preparation of the 2017 

James Street Project, CWL will be working on installing underground electric services throughout 
the James Street corridor in 2016.  JR Underground was the low bidder for the directional drilling 
project according to Anthon, at a cost of $91,750.  Anthon also explained that Charter and AT&T 
will be using JR for their directional drilling needs and that those costs will be passed along to 
Charter and AT&T accordingly.  Motion by Sanderson, second by Melotte, to approve JR 
Underground to perform the 2016 Directional Boring Project, motion carried.    

 
Adoption of WPPI 0% Loan Resolution:  As part of the 0% Loan for the AMI Metering System, 

WPPI asked that the CWL Commission and City Council approve the 0% Loan Resolution that was 
in this month’s packet.  Motion by Andler, second by Sanderson, to approve the WPPI 0% Loan 
Resolution, motion carried. 

 
CWL Comp Time Policy Discussion: The CWL Commission discussed CWL’s Comp Time 

policy and encouraged Sup’t. Anthon to track and use comp time when possible in the upcoming 
year. 

 
Adjourn to closed session under Wis. Stat. § 19.85(1) (c) to consider the employment, promotion, 

compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental 
body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.  (CWL Employee wage adjustments for 2016)  Roll 
call vote, Poser aye, Sanderson aye, Lang aye, Crombie aye, Melotte aye and Andler aye, motion 
carried and the meeting convened to closed session. 
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Motion by Crombie, second by Melotte to reconvene to open session.  The meeting reconvened 

to open session. 
 
Approve addendum to CWL Employee wage adjustments for 2016:  Motion by Crombie, 

seconded by Lang, to approve the addendum to the 2016 CWL Employee Wages and Benefits 
proposal as presented, motion carried. 
 

REPORTS: 

 
Financial Report was given by Sup’t. Anthon and placed on file. 

Mayor Comments: The Mayor discussed the public information meeting that was held on 
January 13th to discuss the 2016 local street reconstruction projects.   
 

Superintendent’s Report: 

 

• Anthon attended a public information meeting on the 2016 Local Street Projects last night at the 
Senior Center.  This project will be bid for construction in late February. 

 

• The CWL Administrative building sustained damage to the roof of the shop area on December 
24th.  Anthon has contacted Badgerland Commercial Roofing to make the repairs. 

 

• Ruekert & Mielke made a presentation to City of Columbus Employees on a GIS System.  
Anthon explained that the City received a grant to help start the GIS program.  Once the system 
is up and running CWL will be able to use the GIS system for the water and electric 
departments. 

 

• Waupun Utilities (WU) is seeking an electric rate adjustment for the first time since 2012.  It is 
anticipated that their average electric customer will see an increase of $1.56 per month.  The 
proposal includes increasing the monthly meter charge from $7 per month to $14 per month.  
WU has also indicated that they will be promoting time-of-day pricing for their residential 
electrical  customers. 

 

• CWL Linemen Koenig and Severson began installing the Elster AMI Meters today on River 
Road.  

 
   Motion by Crombie, second by Sanderson to adjourn at 5:27 pm. 

 
**Next Scheduled Meeting – Thursday, February 11th, 4:00 pm at Columbus Water & Light** 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 

Rolf Lang 
CWL Commission Secretary 


