
 

 

   COLUMBUS WATER & LIGHT 
COMMISSION MEETING 

APRIL 14, 2016 
 

CWL Commission President Poser called the CWL Commission meeting to order at 4:00 pm.  
Commissioners present:  Poser, Lang, Sanderson, Andler, Melotte and Crombie (departed 5:40 
pm).  Unexcused Robbins.  Also present at the meeting was CWL Sup’t. Anthon, ESR Stieve, 
Scott Bedhun of R&M and Drs. Forester, Clary, Mitchell and Fink of Columbus Family Dental.  

 
It was reported that the City Clerk, as required by appropriate Wisconsin Statutes, had given 

proper public notice of the meeting. 
 
The Agenda for the meeting was approved with one amendment to move item # 4 under new 

business to the beginning of the agenda on a motion by Crombie, seconded by Lang.   
 
Visitor’s Comments and Utility Communications: Forester and the other dentists commented 

on the benefits of adding Fluoride to the public water system.  The Doctors distributed 
information from the ADA and CDC on the benefits of adding Fluoride to the public water 
system.  Poser pointed out several articles were included in this month’s packet including Lake 
Mills plan to replace lead laterals, information on electric rates overall in the state of Wisconsin 
and the PSC approval of the community solar project in Middleton.  Bedhun then reviewed the 
WP # 1 assessment report that he prepared.  Several items were noted in the report including the 
need for additional elevated water storage for Columbus, the cost savings if, CWL were to cease 
softening of water and recommendations to satisfy the last DNR Sanitary Survey.  Bedhun 
suggested that the CWL Commission consider additional future planning for the water 
department that would be accomplished through a complete water system study.   

 
The Consent Agenda which consisted of the March 10th CWL Commission Meeting 

minutes, Monthly Treasurer’s Report, ESR Report and Outage Report were approved on a 
motion from Lang, seconded by Melotte.   

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

2016 CWL Borrowing/Bonding Discussion:  Anthon reported that the Committee of the 
Whole (COW) meeting on March 29th, moved CWL’s MRB’s to the regular City Council 
Meeting on April 19th for approval.  Discussion continued on the proceeds of the bonds.  
Specifically, where the bond proceeds could be placed until they are needed in 2017.  According 
to Anthon, Ehlers Associates has an investment firm that specializes in investing bond proceeds 
until they are needed.  The Commission directed Anthon to see if F&M Bank would be capable 
of assisting CWL with the investment of the borrowed funds until they are needed in 2017 and 
report back to the CWL Commission at the May meeting.  The Commission then discussed the 
future of the James Street Construction Account #1257.  Anthon suggested that the monthly 
contribution to the account cease at this time due to the fact that MRB proceeds will be available 
in late May/early June.   
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Cash Disbursements/Accounts Payable Reports:  The Commission reviewed the March Cash 
Disbursements Report.  Checks numbered 18408-18452 and 48 wire and ACH transfers, totaled 
$881,023.36.  The Commission reviewed the Accounts Payable Report and ordered paid 47 
requests totaling $124,886.01.  Motion by Sanderson, second by Lang, to approve paying the 47 
requests from the AP Report.  The March cost per kilowatt-hour was $0.07454.  Reports were 
approved and placed on file.  

 
NLMP Tariff Update/Adoption:  ESR Stieve explained to the Commission that New London 

Utilities recently had their NLMP Tariff adopted by the PSC and it will be relatively effortless 
for CWL to request an NLMP Tariff.  Motion to request that WPPI assist CWL with instituting 
an NLMP Tariff for CWL by Sanderson, seconded by Melotte.  Roll call vote; Poser-aye, 
Sanderson-aye, Lang-aye, Andler-aye, Melotte-aye and Crombie-aye; motion carried.  Stieve 
also explained that the PSC approved the use of E3P funds for Air Conditioning unit 
replacements.    

 
Discussion on WP #1:  This item will be discussed further at the May CWL Commission 

Meeting.    
 
Long Range Planning Review:  This item will be discussed further at the May CWL 

Commission Meeting.    
 
Plan on Report to City Council:  By ordinance the CWL Commission is required to give a 

report to the City Council at the first meeting each May.  Anthon explained that in the past a 
member of the Commission has given the report as well as the former Superintendent.  The 
Commission directed Anthon to present the annual Report to the City Council in May. 

 
Fourth of July Advertisement:  Shirley Hofmann stopped by the CWL Office to inquire if 

CWL was interested in placing an advertisement in the 4th of July Ad book.  Motion to purchase 
an $80 ad in the 4th of July Ad Book by Melotte, second by Sanderson.  Motion carried.   
 

REPORTS: 

 
Financial Report was given by Sup’t. Anthon and placed on file. 

Mayor Comments: The Mayor departed at 5:40 pm from the meeting. 
 

Superintendent’s Report: 

 

• As of March 31st, 1,852 Elster electric meters have been installed on CWL’s system.  
Linemen Koenig and Severson began installing meters again on Wednesday, April 13th.  
The crew is anticipating that the meter installation should be finished up in early May. 
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• On Monday, April 4th, DPW Director Clark and City Engineer Lietha marked trees for 
removal on the 2016 Local Streets Project.  CWL’s Line crew assisted A-1 Excavating 
with the removal of trees that were in conflict with CWL ‘s overhead distribution circuits.  
We followed our normal procedure of clearing the tree and/or branches within 10 feet of 
our primary circuits, after that the contractor was responsible for the removal and 
disposal of the remainder of the tree.  

 

• The Business Manager Ad has been placed on the WPPI, MEUW, WRWA and on the 
League of Wisconsin Municipality websites.  Also, the ad has been placed in the 
Columbus Journal, Daily Citizen and Sun Prairie Star.  To date, CWL has received 7 
resumes and 4 inquiries into the position. 
 

• Since 2001, CWL has used Energy Services Incorporated(ESI) to administer our Low 
Income/Public Benefits Program.  Over the past few years, CWL Staff has been working 
with WPPI staff to make sure that the funds that CWL rate payers submit to these 
programs come back to Columbus for those in need of assistance.  ESI’s reporting has 
been lacking and is extremely difficult for WPPI, CWL and BTVK to track, even after 
multiple requests to get a proper report from ESI.   Olson, Stark and Anthon met with 
WPPI staff to discuss CWL’s options for administering this program which included, 
submitting CWL Low Income funds directly to the State DOA (which the majority of 
WPPI members do) or keep our funds in house to disburse with WPPI’s assistance.    

 

• CWL Foreman Hammer and Anthon met with Mike Bade, Electrical Inspector and 
Carolyn Fredricks of HLPC to discuss the installation of 3 phase power to the Park 
Pavilion Building.  Hammer worked up an estimate for CWL’s portion of the anticipated 
work.  In all, Hammer estimated $24,365 for the 3 phase electrical installation.  CWL 
will also need to purchase a new transformer for the Pavilion at an approximate cost of 
$7,500.   
  

   Motion by Lang, second by Sanderson to adjourn at 6:16 pm. 
 

**Next Scheduled Meeting – Thursday, May 12th, 4:00 pm at Columbus Water & Light** 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 

Rolf Lang 
CWL Commission Secretary 


