
 

 

    COLUMBUS WATER & LIGHT 
COMMISSION MEETING 

JULY 14, 2016 
 

CWL Commission President Poser called the CWL Commission meeting to order at 4:00 pm.  
Commissioners present:  Poser, Andler, Sanderson, Melotte, Robbins and Lang.  Also present at 
the meeting was CWL Sup’t. Anthon and CWL Business Manager Murphy. Excused Crombie. 

 
It was reported that the City Clerk, as required by appropriate Wisconsin Statutes, had given 

proper public notice of the meeting. 
 
The Agenda for the meeting was approved on a motion by Robbins, seconded by Lang.   
 
Visitor’s Comments and Utility Communications: The Columbus Community Hospital, 

American Red Cross, Columbus School District Endowment and the Columbus/Fall River 
Chapter of the American Cancer Society sent the CWL Commission thank-you notes for the 
recent donations.  

 
The Consent Agenda which consisted of the June 9th CWL Commission Meeting minutes, 

Monthly Treasurer’s Report, ESR Report and Outage Report, was approved on a motion from 
Lang, seconded by Robbins.  Motion carried.   

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 
WP #2 Dehumidifier Discussion/Approval:  Anthon reviewed the quote from TAS Heating 

and Cooling and the estimate from NAMI for a replacement dehumidifier for WP #2.  The quote 
from TAS was in the amount of $14,190 and the estimate from NAMI was in the amount of 
$16,900.  This item was included in the 2016 CWL Budget due to the fact that this dehumidifier 
was not functioning properly in late 2015.  Anthon explained that this is one of four 
dehumidifiers that was originally installed at WP #2 in 1993. Motion by Sanderson, second by 
Andler, to approve the purchase of the Munter HC 300 dehumidifier from TAS Heating and 
Cooling of Columbus in the amount of $14,190. Motion carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

  

Cash Disbursements/Accounts Payable Reports:  The Commission reviewed the June Cash 
Disbursements Report.  Checks numbered 18588-18655 and 41 wire and ACH transfers, totaled 
$5,109,416.46.  The Commission reviewed the Accounts Payable Report and ordered paid 46 
requests totaling $561,870.37.  Motion by Robbins, second by Melotte, to approve paying the 46 
requests from the AP Report and to transfer $469,834.10 from the 2016-2017 Construction 
Account #1257 to the General Fund #1310. Motion carried.  The June cost per kilowatt-hour was 
$0.07617.  Reports were approved and placed on file.  

 
DNR Lead Service Line Funding-Authorized Representative Resolution:  Anthon noted that 

the DNR wanted CWL to pass the resolution that was included in this month’s packet in order to 
appoint CWL Superintendent Anthon as the authorized representative for the City of Columbus 
to complete the applications and answer questions.  Motion to approve passing the resolution as 
included in the CWL packet by Sanderson, second by Melotte. Motion carried. 

 
 



 

 

COMMISSION MEETING 

JULY 14, 2016 

PAGE 2 

 
Discussion on electric car charging station incentive from CWL: Alderman/Commissioner 

Melotte asked for this item to be placed on the agenda. Currently, Alliant offers its customers a 
$500 one-time rebate, that can be used to offset the cost of the charging station or the additional 
electrical circuit that needs to be installed by a licensed electrician. One idea was that the CWL 
Commission might possibly be willing to offer a one-time incentive for possibly $250 and use 
this as a ‘pilot’ program to see how long it takes for CWL to recoup the $250 incentive based on 
the addition electrical usage. Motion by Melotte, second by Lang to approve a one-time test case 
for a one-time incentive for $250 to offset the cost of a charging station or the additional 
electrical circuit that needs to be installed by a licensed electrician. Motion carried. 

 
Annual vehicle replacement report: In accordance with CWL Policy 409 ‘CWL Vehicle 

Replacement Policy, Anthon prepared a report for the commission to review. The current listing 
shows vehicle number, vehicle year, purchase price, depreciation rate, depreciation amount per 
year, value of vehicle minus depreciation, mileage as of 6/30/16, anticipated replacement year, 
mileage/hours as of 6/30/16 and 2015 total mileage and 2015 total hours. Anthon is suggesting 
that a new ½ ton pick-up truck be procured as part of the 2017 budget to replace unit #24. Unit 
#24 is a 2003 Chevy ½ ton pick-up truck with 108,864 miles. 

 
CWL Policy #109 Water Leak Review/Discussion: Anthon wanted to bring the policy 

forward to make the commission aware that it existed. On June 24th there was a request from a 
customer for a water leak adjustment. Anthon reported that the current reading is 10 less cubic 
feet than the reading that was taken when the leak occurred. Anthon will discuss his findings 
with the customer. 

 
REPORTS: 

 

Financial Report was given by Sup’t. Anthon and placed on file. 

Mayor Comments: The Mayor was excused from this month’s meeting. 
 

Superintendent’s Report: 
 
• Due to the electrical outage of June 5th, CWL assisted DPW with the removal of two trees 

on North Dickason Boulevard that were causing issues with the overhead electrical 
circuit, at the request of the homeowner. This case was unusual at best, CWL had 
replaced a corner pole (north Dickason & Middleton) in this area 3 times within the last 
18 months due to these trees.    
 

• On June 16th, Anthon submitted an initial application to the DNR requesting $300,000 to 
replace lead service lines on private property during the 2017 James Street Project.  Then 
on Monday, June 27th, he received another email from the DNR asking that he submit 
information on-line before June 30th for the funding.     
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• On Tuesday, June 28th, Anthon attended a meeting with CA Vander Sanden and Fire 
Chief Koehn about installing a separate 2” duct to the location of the proposed Fire 
Department.  The duct which will be used for a fiber optic cable, connecting City Hall to 
the new Fire Department will be installed in the same trench as the street lighting conduit 
during the 2017 James Street Project.  

 

• J&R Underground has completed the boring work on James Street.  CWL’s Line Crew 
will now be working on the installation of the underground primary circuit and 
conversion of overhead services to underground. 

 

• AT&T contacted Anthon requesting to renegotiate the pole attachment agreement that is 
currently in place. Anita Gallucci, CWL’s Attorney, sent a letter stating that CWL does 
not wish to renegotiate the current pole contact agreement at this time.  

 

• Office Manager Olson, Murphy and Anthon participated in a WPPI webinar on new and 
updated website designs. WPPI is still working on developing some of the designs that 
will be offered. 
 

• Anthon received an email from CA Vander Sanden noting that several businesses in 
Columbus recently had their computer servers attacked with ransomware.  Anthon 
forwarded the email to WPPI’s IT Department who, reassured Anthon that WPPI would 
have the ability to restore CWL’s files in a similar scenario. 
 

Motion by Andler, second by Melotte to adjourn at 4:34 pm. 
 

**Next Scheduled Meeting – Thursday, August 11th, 4:00 pm at Columbus Water & 

Light** 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 

Rolf Lang 
CWL Commission Secretary 


