
COLUMBUS COMMON COUNCIL – REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2016 – 6:30 PM

COLUMBUS CITY HALL

The Columbus Common Council held a regular meeting on Tuesday August 16, 2016 at 6:30 
pm at Columbus City Hall.  The meeting was called to order by Mayor Crombie and notice of 
open meeting was noted as posted.  Present:  Mayor Crombie, Council members Hendrickson, 
Melotte, Reid, Rule, Thom and Traxler, City Attorney Johnson, City Administrator Vander 
Sanden, City Clerk Donahue, interested citizens and the media.  

Mayor Crombie led the Council in the pledge of allegiance.  Motion by Rule second by Melotte 
to approve the agenda. Motion carried voice vote.

Carolyn, Frederick, President of HLPC, updated the Council on the pavilion project.  The 
elevator shaft is in, the men’s and women’s bathrooms are prepared for new plumbing, the 
storm sewer has been rerouted from below the building, HLPC is doing a weekly column on the 
progress of the project, additional fund raising will be happening this fall and the contractor has 
been great to work with.  The project is on track to finish by the November completion date.

Mayor Crombie presented the Consent Agenda.  No items were asked to be removed from the 
Consent Agenda.  Motion by Rule second by Melotte to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented.  Motion carried voice vote.  

City Administrator Vander Sanden reported work has continued on the repair of the Chapel 
Street water tower, the contractor is working to acquire the needed brick for the repairs.  Vander 
Sanden and Hermanson visited the Fort Atkinson water tower which is similar construction.
Photos and some information will be made available.

Motion by Rule second by Melotte to approve Task Order 2016-05 with Ruekert Mielke for GIS 
Site Development in the amount of $44,684 conditional upon reducing the hosting fee for 2016.  
A matching funds grant through WDNR will cover up to $25,000 of the costs.  Motion carried 6-0
with Hendrickson, Melotte, Reid, Rule, Thom and Traxler voting ‘Yes.’ 

Motion by Thom second by Rule to approve Task Order 2016-10 with Ruekert-Mielke for 
Fireman’s Park Storm Water Study in the amount of $5,278.  Motion carried 6-0 with 
Hendrickson, Melotte, Reid, Rule, Thom and Traxler voting ‘Yes.’ 

Motion by Melotte second by Thom to approve the contract with MSA Professional Services for 
a Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment at 1149 W James St in the amount of $2,560 and 
the contract with MSA Professional Services for Asbestos Inspection at 1149 W James St in the
amount of $2,587 both to be paid from the 2016 Contingency Account.  Motion carried 6-0 with 
Hendrickson, Melotte, Reid, Rule, Thom and Traxler voting ‘Yes.’ 

Motion by Rule second by Melotte to grant an operator license to Thomas L Gehweiler.  Motion 
carried 6-0 with Hendrickson, Melotte, Reid, Rule, Thom and Traxler voting ‘Yes.’ 

Motion by Rule second by Reid to approve payment of claims in the amount of $264,615.99.  
Motion carried 6-0 with Hendrickson, Melotte, Reid, Rule, Thom and Traxler voting ‘Yes.’
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City Administrator Vander Sanden reported the 2016 swimming season will be ending after 
Labor Day weekend with the pool open Saturday, Sunday and Monday from 12:00 - 6:00 pm.  
Vander Sanden reminded all of the Council Listening Session to be held Wednesday August 24 
at the Rest Haven.  Council member Traxler reported he did a ride-along with the Columbus 
Police Department and encouraged others to do the same.

Mayor Crombie congratulated Heather Miller on her performance in the 2016 Summer Olympics
and welcomed her home.  Crombie also congratulated Melanie Lichtfeld who was recently 
featured in the Madison Magazine.  Reminder to drive safely in the school zones as school will 
be starting soon.

Items place on file through the Consent Agenda:
Council Minutes – 08/01/16, 07/25/16, 08/08/16 Hillside Cemetery – 06/06/16
HLPC – 08/08/16 Library Board – 06/02/16, 06/21/16
PFC – 08/08/16 Treasurer's Report – July 2016
Recreation Advisory – 01/11/16, 06/13/16
Senior Center Advisory – 04/07/16, 05/05/16, 06/02/16, 07/07/16

The meeting adjourned at 6:52 pm on a motion by Traxler second by Rule.  Motion carried voice
vote.  

Anne Donahue
City Clerk


