COLUMBUS COMMON COUNCIL – COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
TUESDAY, JANUARY 5, 2021 – 6:45 PM
COLUMBUS CITY HALL
AGENDA
Columbus City Council and Committee of the Whole Meeting 1/5/21
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88529452903?pwd=U3psSmJWL3JtcllkMFJxRDFoaVphZz09
OR CALL: 312 626 6799
Meeting ID: 885 2945 2903
Passcode: 010078

1.
2.
3.
4.

Roll Call
Notice of Open Meeting
Approve Agenda
Citizen Comments
o Due to the COVID-19 health crisis, City staff continue to minimize attendance at the Council meetings in
City Hall until further notice. Citizens wishing to make public comment at the meeting via Zoom, please
email Pat Goebel at pgoebel@columbuswi.us by Noon January 5. In your email, please include: your
name, address, and the Zoom profile name or phone number you will be calling from. Citizens not signed
up to comment via Zoom by Noon January 5, may still comment by appearing in person at the meeting and
signing up for public comment.

5. Committee/Commission Minutes:
o Aquatic Center 6/10/20, 8/26/20, Cable Commission 09/02/20, 10/7/20; CDA 10/19/20,
11/23/20, CHLPC 11/12/20, CWL 11/19/20, Library 06/16/20, 08/18/20, 09/15/20, 10/20/20,
Plan Commission 8/13/20, 9/10/20, 10/15/20, 11/12/20, PFC 8/17/20, Recreation 9/14/20,
Tourism 8/3/20, 9/14/20
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Review & discuss Music & Memory donation to the Senior Center
Review & discuss Butterfly Garden Volunteer Park MOU
Review & discuss SMA for TAP Grant
Review & discuss Details of Developing a Downtown Tax Increment District
Review & discuss Resolution for CDBG Close Application
Review & discuss details and options for a Storm Water Utility or Transportation Utility

13.
14.

Reconvene to open session
Adjourn

Convene to closed session per §19.85(1)(e) deliberating or negotiating the purchase of
public properties, the investment of public funds, or conducting other public business,
whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically to discuss
potential acquisition of parcels in the City of Columbus.

Columbus Area Aquatic Center Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes June 10, 2020

1. Call to Order 6:35 pm
2. Quorum determined-Present: Martha Rule, Julie Berget, Amy Jo Meyers, Mike McCabe, Ian
Gray, Kane Browskowski, and Lara Johansson.
3. Meeting was posted.
4. Agenda approved by Lara and Martha.
5. August 19, 2019 minutes approved by Martha and Mike
6. Citizen comments-addressed Face Book comment about disappointment for pool not allowing
out of town guests. Need to limit due to COVID-19.
7. Old Business
a. Slide repaired by Fischer’s Bros. Working with PolyTech about decking and stairs.
8.

New Business
a. See attached CAAC 2020 Reopening Plan-reviewed by council. June 16 will be final approval
by City Council.
9. Director’s Report-Board approved rates of: Resident $4, Nonresident $5 and Lap Swim $3
10. Next meeting date decision Wednesday July 15, 2020 @6:30 pm at pool.
11. Meeting adjourned at 7:25pm.

Columbus Area AquaticCenter Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes August 26,2020
1. Call to order 6:35 pm
2. Quorum Determined- Present- Amy Jo Meyers, Kane Browskowski, Mike McCabe, Julie
Berget, Lara Johansson, Deja Rasmussen, Heather Stanton
3. Meeting was posted
4. Agenda was approved by Mike and Seconded by Lara
5. June 10, 2020 minutes approved by Mike and Seconded by Julie
6. Citizens comments- Out of town guests appreciative of pool being open
7. Old Business- Slide decking work has started, should be completed by 8/27/2020
8. New business:
a. 2020 Membership Refund options. Motion was put forth by Lara and Seconded
by Deja that a credit be offered to 2020 membership holders for the 2021
season in the amount of $30 for family, $20 for couples, and $10 for single
membership.
b. Early bird membership offer: Motion by Deja and Seconded by Julie to decrease
Early Bird bonus offer to concession credit in the amount of $20 for Family
membership, $15 for Couples Membership, and $10 for single membership
c. Water attraction leak repair- Will be repaired on September 2nd upon city council
approval.
9. Capital Improvements- hoping for new flooring in bathhouse
10. CAE grant- will be applying for again.
11. Directors Report- There is still an additional leak, cannot find it, it will be tested for if City
Council approves. Pool will be resurfaced in the fall.
12. Next meeting Date decision Wednesday September 23, 2020 @ 6:30 p.m. at the
Community Center
13. Meeting Adjourned at 7:35p.m.

COLUMBUS CABLE COMMISSION MEETING
COLUMBUS CITY HALL
September 2, 2020 5:45 PM Council Chambers, City Hall
Chairman Kaland called the meeting to order at 5:50 pm. Members present: Pete Kaland, Paul Pyfferoen, Chet Bembenek, Andrew
Traxler.
Also in attendance: Media Coordinator Lisa Wolf
Motion to approve minutes as submitted by Traxler, Second by Pyfferoen. Motion carried.
Motion to approve the Agenda by Traxler, second by Bembenek. Motion carried.
Citizen Comments: none present
NEW BUSINESS
a) Staff Reports and Updates: Wolf presented the Media Coordinator report for August.
b) Cable Programming, Issues and Plans: Wolf reported two outages in the month of August. Both outages were caused by
failures of equipment at the Spectrum head end in Sun Prairie. Spectrum technicians quickly resolved the issue upon
discovery.
c) Budget Update: Wolf presented the budget update and the 2021 budget worksheet. The Commission discussed the 2021
Cable budget. Traxler moved to approve the 2021 cable budget as presented with a $200.00 increase to the CABLE
SALARY; WAGES category and a $1000.00 increase to the CABLE TV; CAPITAL EQUIPMENT category. Pyfferoen
seconded. Motion carried.
d) Establish next meeting date: Next scheduled meeting – October 7, 5:45 pm at City Hall.
e) Adjournment: Motion by Traxler, second by Bembenek, to adjourn at 6:42 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lisa Wolf, Secretary

COLUMBUS CABLE COMMISSION MEETING
COLUMBUS CITY HALL
October 7, 2020 5:45 PM Council Chambers, City Hall
Chairman Kaland called the meeting to order at 5:48 pm. Members present: Peter Kaland, Paul Pyfferoen, Chet Bembenek.
Also in attendance: Media Coordinator Lisa Wolf
Motion to approve minutes as submitted by Bembenek. Second by Pyfferoen. Motion carried.
Motion to approve the Agenda by Bembenek. Second by Pyfferoen. Motion carried.
Citizen Comments: none present
NEW BUSINESS
a)

Policy and Procedure Review: The Commission reviewed the Cable Policies and Procedures document and directed Wolf
to make changes to accurately reflect the number of Commission members in it for November’s meeting.
b) Staff Reports and Updates: Wolf presented the Media Coordinator report for September.
c) Cable Programming, Issues and Plans: Wolf reported one outage in the month of September, caused by failures of
equipment at the Spectrum head end in Sun Prairie. The commission directed Wolf to further inquire into the nature of this
issue and its resolution.
Wolf brought before the commission a quote from TAS Heating and Cooling for $2,600.00 for an additional unit to cool the
cable equipment room during the summer months. Bembenek motioned to approve the work outlined in the quote, Pyfferoen
seconded. Motion carried.
d) Budget Update: The Commission reviewed the current finances and 2021 budget.
e) Other Business: Chet Bembenek announced that he will be taking a new position with the Madison School District and will
consequently no longer serve as Columbus School District’s liaison to the Cable Commission. The Commission thanks
Bembenek for his years of service and wish him well in future endeavors.
f) Establish next meeting date: Next scheduled meeting – November 4, 5:45 pm at City Hall.
g) Adjournment: Motion by Pyfferoen, second by Bembenek, to adjourn at 6:18 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lisa Wolf, Secretary

MINUTES
City of Columbus
Community Development Authority
Monday October 19, 2020 6:30 PM
Columbus City Hall

1. Call to Order – Meeting was called to order at 6:32 PM
2. Determination of Quorum – Thom, Hackman, Meyers, Lyons and McCabe were present. Schreiber
staffed the meeting.
3. Notice of Posted Meeting – Meeting was noticed in accordance with state and local laws.
4. Approve Agenda – Motion by McCabe, Second by Lyons to approve the Agenda as presented. Motion
passed 5-0.
5. Approve Minutes from 9-21-2020 Meeting – Motion by Thom, second by Meyers to approve the9-212020 minutes as presented. Motion passed 5-0
6. Citizen Comments- None
7. City Loan Fund Financial Report – No Financial Report was provided.
8. Unfinished Business
a. Discussion on CDA Business Recognition Awards – The CDA discussed a potential list of
businesses to recognize for their contributions to Columbus in 2020. Staff indicated they would
complete a press release to recognize businesses and celebrate this year’s accomplishments. The
CDA identified businesses or individuals they wanted to recognize.
b. Review and take potential action on CDA Budget – The CDA reviewed the draft budget. The CDA
forwarded the budget to the council for their consideration.
c. Discussion on CDA Marketing Budget and Priorities – The CDA discussed the marketing priorities
should be for the 2021 budget year. The CDA expressed that they would like to have the CDA
market the community and try to attract more entrepreneurs.
d. Review of CDA Bylaw revisions – The CDA had a continued discussion on the bylaws for the
CDA.
9. New Business – None
10. Adjournment – Motion by Meyers, Second by Lyons to adjourn at 8:10 PM
Respectfully submitted,
Matt Schreiber, Director of Planning and Development

MINUTES
City of Columbus
Community Development Authority
Monday November 23, 2020 6:30 PM
Columbus Community Center
161 N Dickason Blvd
1. Call to Order – Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM
2. Determination of Quorum – Thom, Lyons, Hackman, McCabe were present. Meyers was
3. Notice of Posted Meeting – Meeting was noticed in accordance with state and local laws.
4. Approve Agenda – Motion McCabe, second by Lyons to approve the agenda as presented. Motion
passed 4-0.
5. Approve Minutes from Previous Meeting – Motion by Lyons, second by McCabe to approve the 1019-20 minutes as presented
6. Citizen Comments – No comments were received
7. City Loan Fund Financial Report – Staff presented the financial reports for the loan and façade
program.
8. Unfinished Business
a. Review and take potential action on CDA Business Recognition Recipients - CDA reviewed the
press release and the sample awards. The consensus was to take the downtown silhouette created by
the Media Coordinator and use that as the award. Lyons shared a draft mockup with staff. The
consensus was to have staff provide a final draft at the next meeting for final approval and both
items would be send out at the same time.
b. Discussion on CDA Marketing Budget and Priorities – Staff reviewed a draft-marketing outline.
Staff noted this will return to the agenda when a complete draft is written.
c. Review of CDA Bylaw revisions – The CDA requested that staff look at other communities
bylaws and bring this back to the CDA when draft bylaws are ready.
9. New Business
a. Review and Take Action on Façade Improvement Application for 761 W James Street – The
CDA reviewed the proposed project. The applicant indicated the project would not be completed
until February of 2021. The CDA tabled the discussion until the next meeting to request more
information from the application.
10. Adjournment – Motion by McCabe, second by Hackman to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 PM. Motion
passed 4-0.

Columbus Historic Landmarks and Preservation Commission
Regular Meeting Agenda
Thursday November 12, 2020
3:30 PM
Community Center Building
12/9/2020
Hermanson made a motion to approve minutes from the November 12, 2020 meeting.
Altschwaager seconded it. Motion carried.

Attendees:
Carolyn Fredericks
Beth Altschwager
Ruth Hermanson
Eric Lukasavitz
Jan Ulrich
Council Liaison: Ian Gray
Guest: Dominic Famularo

Retta Kurth
John Salzwedel

1. Call meeting to order: Carolyn Fredericks
2. Properly posted meeting: Check
3. Citizen comments on agenda items: None
4. Approve Agenda: Motion: Lukasavitz; Second: Hermanson; Motion carried.
5. Approve minutes from the October 8, 2020 meeting: Motion: Kurth; Second:
Altschwager. Motion carried.
6. Treasurer Report-Attached: : Motion to approve: Lukasavitz; Second: Hermanson.
Motion carried.
7. Old Business:
A. Pavilion Window Restoration Project – Phase 3:
1) Amy Jo will be presenting a summary of Phase 3 of the window
restoration project at the November 17, 2020 COW meeting: Correction:
Salzwedel and Fredericks will be presenting the summary.
B. CHLPC Fascade Grant Application: Waiting for Mayor Thom to review and
respond. Will request a carry-over of funds for “new projects” from the 2020
budget.
C. Donation envelops – redesign and order: Lukasavitz reported on design and
cost. Salzwedel made a motion to accept the design created by Minuteman Press

and place an order in an amount not to exceed $500. Altschwager seconded it.
Motion carried.
D. 2021 Calendar: Ulrich distributed calendars to members for delivery.
E. Local designations - State Historical Society representative Jason Tish to
meet with us: To be scheduled in early 2021.
8. New Business:
A. Bills:
1) Salzwedel made a motion to pay Mark Crary $1500 for the faux doors at the
Pavilion. Lukasavitz seconded it. Motion carried.
2) Lukasavitz made a motion to reimburse Ulrich $1,230.40 for the printing
of the calendars by Minuteman Press. Hermanson seconded it. Motion carried.
3) Lukasavitz made a motion to reimburse Ulrich $64.65 for postage for mailing
calendars. Altschwager seconded it. Motion carried.
B. Guest – Dominic Famularo: Famularo introduced himself as a production
manager for events such as summer concerts, etc. His extended offer was well
received in anticipation of future CHLPC events.
Email address: wop_music@hotmail.com
C. 11-5-20 meeting with Amy Jo, Kyle, and building inspectors from General
Engineering: Fredericks summarized the meeting as follows:
1) Amy Jo is the “point person” for CHLPC in communication with Council.
2) Any future project ideas will be brought to Council first for discussion and
approval to move forward..
3) Requested Amy Jo, DPW, and CHLPC to work together on project ideas and
materials in regards to the Pavilion and Resthaven..
4) Fredericks & Salzwedel appreciated the opportunity to communicate together
on the process, and expectations.
E. 2021 projects list:
1) Will check with Council on the hiring of an architect for the Rest Haven
restrooms.
9. Council Liaison Report: None
10. Adjourn: Motion: Altschwager; Second: Salzwedel; Motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 5:45.
Respectfully Submitted,
Retta Kurth, Sec.

COLUMBUS WATER & LIGHT
COMMISSION MEETING
NOVEMBER 19, 2020
CWL Commission President Lang called the CWL Commission meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
Commissioners present: Lang, Andler, Olson and Schulze. Mayor Thom and CWL Co-Superintendent Hammer
attended via video conference call. Also, present at the meeting was CWL Lead Lineman David Koenig and
CWL Co-Superintendent Kaltenberg. Excused Adams
It was reported that the City Clerk, as required by appropriate Wisconsin Statutes, had given proper public
notice of the meeting.
The Agenda for the meeting was approved on a motion by Olson, second by Andler. Motion carried.
Visitor’s Comments and Utility Communications: Included in the packet were two ‘Thank You’ notes. One
from Prairie Ridge Health Foundation for the donation CWL gave through the WPPI Commitment to
Community Funds and one from the Red Cross for advertising the blood drive in a bill insert. Lead Lineman
Koenig presented a video of the Well #1 inspection.
The Consent Agenda which consisted of the October 15th CWL Commission Meeting minutes, Monthly
Treasurer’s Report and the Outage Report, was approved on a motion from Olson, second by Andler. Motion
carried.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
There was no unfinished business.
NEW BUSINESS:
Election of CWL Commission Officers: Motion by Schulze, second by Thom of Rolf Lang as President;
Larry Olson as Vice-President and Brook Andler as Secretary for the current slate of officers. Motion carried.
Cash Disbursements/Accounts Payable Reports: The Commission reviewed the October Cash
Disbursements Report. Checks numbered 21788-21847 and 32 wire and ACH transfers, totaled $ 880,495.62.
The Commission reviewed the Accounts Payable Report and ordered paid 42 requests totaling $573,197.66
Motion by Andler, second by Schulze, to approve paying the 42 requests from the AP Report. Roll call vote,
Mayor Thom aye, Schulze aye, Andler aye, Olson aye and Lang aye. Motion carried. The September cost per
kilowatt-hour was $.0809. Reports were approved and placed on file.
2021 CWL Commission Meeting Dates: Motion by Olson, second by Andler for the 2021 CWL
Commission Meeting dates to be scheduled on the third Thursday of each month and the meetings will begin at
6:00 pm at the CWL Administrative Building at 950 Maple Avenue. The September meeting will be scheduled
for Monday, September 13th because WPPI Annual Meeting is Wednesday, September 15th to Friday,
September 17th. Motion carried.
Motion by Olson, second by Andler to adjourn to closed session under Wis. Stat. § 19.85(1) (c) to
consider the employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee
over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. (Report from Negotiations
Committee and CWL Employee wage adjustments for 2021) Roll call vote, Olson aye, Lang aye, Andler aye,
Schulze aye and Mayor Thom aye, motion carried and the meeting convened to closed session at 6:29 pm.
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Motion by Olson, second by Andler to reconvene to open session. Motion carried. The meeting
reconvened to open session at 7:12 pm.
Approve CWL Employee wage adjustments for 2021: Motion by Olson, second by Andler to approve the
2021 CWL Employee Wages and Benefits proposal as presented. Roll call vote, Olson aye, Lang aye, Andler
aye, Thom aye and Schulze abstain. Motion carried.
Discussion/Approval of 2021 CWL Budget: Co-Sup’t Kaltenberg discussed the proposed 2021 CWL
budget. Debt Service coverage for 2021 is projected to be 5.02%. Electric Department Revenue is expected to
be approximately .18% higher or $7.38 million dollars versus expected 2020 total revenues of $7.37 million
dollars. 2021 Revenue for the water department is expected to be at approximately -.86% decrease versus
expected 2020 revenues. There being no further discussion, motion by Olson, second by Andler to approve the
2021 Budget. Motion carried.
REPORTS:
Financial Report was given by Co-Sup’t Kaltenberg and placed on file.
Mayor Comments: The Mayor wanted to thank the Commission Officers and the Commission Negotiations
Team for their time and effort. He also wanted to thank the DPW and CWL crews for hanging up the
holiday decorations.
Co-Superintendent Kaltenberg’s Report:


On Thursday, October 22nd the Public Service Commission voted on Residential Disconnections in docket 5-UI120, a utility cannot disconnect or refuse residential service for nonpayment before April 15, 2021. (PSC REF#:
396067). The decision affects both water and electric utilities. Chair Rebecca Cameron Valcq and Commissioner
Tyler Huebner voted to extend the moratorium and Commissioner Ellen Nowak dissented. Utilities seeking to
disconnect residential service after April 15 will be required to file disconnection plans no later than Feb. 15,
2021.



On Wednesday, October 28th Co-Sup’t Kaltenberg attended her last session of the two-year MEUW Management
Training Program and was added to the list of graduates. The program educates municipal utility employees about
the fundamentals of management.



On Thursday, October 29th Co-Sup’t Kaltenberg attended a virtual “coffee” meeting with other WPPI community
chief executives including mayors, village presidents and other utility managers. They heard about current electric
industry issues, the related business priorities of WPPI and how they can best advocate for public power.



On Monday, November 9th Co-Sup’t Kaltenberg attended the Board of Directors teleconference that discussed
WPPI Energy Preliminary 2021 Budget and Rates.



On Wednesday, November 11th Co-Sup’t Kaltenberg attended the Virtual Roundtables for WPPI Energy Member
Utility Managers. This is where they joined fellow WPPI utility managers for a virtual roundtable meeting that
included business updates from WPPI, followed by the opportunity for utility managers to discuss their electric
utility’s current priorities, issues and needs.



CWL’s crew is progressing on the AMI Water Meter Project. To date, 2,182 of 2,349 water meters have been
converted to AMI.
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Co-Superintendent Hammer’s Report
The CWL crew has been working on the following for the past 4 weeks;
Water Meter change outs to AMI
Hibbard St related work
Well 1 (East) – Rehab related work
Electrical upgrade Circuit 301 / 302 / 303 tie point
Address water leak on Farnham St by Kestrel Golf Course
Taco Bell Electric Service
Anticipated work for next 4 weeks;
Electrical conversion work as part of Hwy 89 project
Electrical upgrade Circuit 301 / 302 / 303 tie point
Work with DPW to install Christmas decorations

Motion by Olson, second by Schulze to adjourn at 7:38 p.m. Motion carried.
**Next Scheduled Meeting – Thursday, December 17th, 6:00 pm at Columbus Water and Light**
Respectfully Submitted,

Brook Andler
CWL Commission Secretary

Columbus Public Library
Library Board Meeting
Tuesday, June 16, 2020
Phyllis Luchsinger Callahan Meeting Room
Pete Kaland called the meeting to order at 5:10 p.m.
Present: Lindsey Ganz, Pete Kaland. Attending remotely: Sara Sample, Sue
Salter, Nora Vieau, Jim Schieble, Deb Haeffner, Sharon Egan, Merry Anderson
Adoption of the Agenda: Nora moved and Sharon seconded a motion to
approve the Agenda. Motion carried.
Disposition of Minutes: Jim moved and Sara seconded a motion to approve the
minutes. Motion carried.
Financial Report: Market continues to improve; May value $303,462.90. Sue
moved and Nora seconded motion to approve report. Motion carried. CDARS
renewed as per 3-month schedule. In response to a question re: requesting
funds, from Foundation, Jim responded it is a fairly simple process and takes
about 3 days. Nora moved and Sara seconded to approve financial report.
Motion carried.
Approval of Bills: $2637.95. Jim moved and Sara seconded to approve bills.
Motion carried.
Director’s Report: The library building, with the exception of the Annex and
meeting room, reopened May 26 with precautions in place. The library meeting
room continues to be used for 72 hour returned book quarantine. Chairs socially
distanced and two computer stations are on hold. Other existing precautions
remain in place. Staff encouraged to comply with hand washing, distancing etc.
Extra cleaning tasks assigned
May scheduled curbside pickups: 183. Will continue to be available.
Programming continues to be virtual with physical prizes for pickup.
Storytimes will continue of Facebook for a limited time then taken down to
comply with fair use. Online registration for summer reading program open via
Beanstack website or app. Sue commented on high quality of children’s
programming.
Handicap door switch repaired. Library roof repair completed except for metal
chimney flashing, Mary ? new cleaning sub; schedule remains same.

Currently working with Verizon to get a mobile hot spot to allow remote library
services. Also working with Village of Fall River to use park shelter for item
checkout once per week in compliance with CDC guidelines.
Meetings via Zoom: Lindsey met with Columbia County Directors to discuss
County Five Year Service Plan. Lindsey is part of workgroup.
Directors met to discuss COVID-19-related grant opportunities that SCLS will
apply for on behalf of interested libraries. Also looking into RFID tagging of items
and obtaining RFID pad that would allow checking multiple items at a time
reducing touch points and making inventory easier.
Lindsey participated in Webinar “Positioning the Library for a Post-pandemic
Sustainable Future” which included panels on financial impact, grant
opportunities and relationship building.
In person: Lindsey and Pete met with Kyle Ellefson, City Administrator, to discuss
Road Map 2050. See President’s report.
President’s Report:
Pete and Lindsey attended the preview of Road Map 2050 at Columbus City
Council meeting. Map includes proposed major city facilities as compiled by
consultant. Goal: no bump in taxes. Priorities: 1. New fire station. 2. Moving
public works 3. City Hall repairs (over time) 4. Joint community and senior center
5. Library 6. Moving police station.
The library is slated for 2033. Pete stated, to unanimous agreement, that this is
unacceptable but we are, to some extent, penalized by our own success. A prior
report fro 1990 recommended a library addition. CPL is the only entity in the
priority list with an existing plan and in fact, purchased the Annex in anticipation
of expansion. CPL must be moved up in process. Estimated cost: $4.3 million for
expansion/$7 million new building. CPL must and will go on record as strongly
opposed to current priority position. Board encouraged to engage with
alderpersons. There will be further discussion. Pete will draft a letter to the
Council for comment by the Board.
Friends of the Library: Several Friends asked if and when Annex would be
open for book sales. Per Board decision, the Annex will remain closed until
further notice.
Correspondence: None
Committee Reports:
From May 2020 Unfinished Business.
Personnel Committee: Library Director evaluations received. Nora will compile
responses for presentation. She requested feedback on the evaluation form.

Unfinished Business:
Chamber of Commerce membership-Dues $75/year. Discussed value of
CoC relationships in the futures. Sue moved and Deb seconded joining CoC.
Motion carried.
OCI Yearbook Project-Scanning high school yearbooks is free; books
must be collected and shipped (free) by CPL or designee. Jim moved and Deb
seconded participating in program. Motion carried
New Business:
Library Phased Reopening Plan and Friends of Library book sales in
Annex—tabled to July meeting
Road Map 2050—see President’s Report
Election of Officers—Current officers nominated by motion, all carried, and
will remain until June 2021.
Jim moved; Nora seconded--President: Pete Kaland
Merry moved; Jim seconded--Vice President: Nora Vieau
Nora moved; Deb seconded--Secretary: Merry Anderson
Sara moved; Sharon seconded--Treasurer: Jim Schieble
Adjournment: Nora moved and Sara seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion
carried.
Next scheduled board meeting July 21, 2020.
Respectfully submitted.
Merry Anderson
Secretary

Columbus Public Library
Library Board Meeting
Tuesday, July 21, 2020
Phyllis Luchsinger Callahan Meeting Room
Pete Kaland called the meeting to order at 5:13 p.m.
Present remotely: Lindsey Ganz, Pete Kaland, Sue Salter, Nora Vieau, Jim
Schieble, Deb Haeffner, Sara Sample, Trina Reid, Merry Anderson
Adoption of the Agenda: A virtual Children’s program was scheduled at
approximately the same time as the Board Meeting. Lindsey reported that it
seems CPL cannot conduct two virtual meetings simultaneously. Therefore, the
agenda was shortened to allow the children’s program to proceed. Jim moved
and Nora seconded a motion to approve a revised agenda. Motion carried.
Disposition of Minutes: Sue moved and Deb seconded a motion to approve the
minutes with four corrections. Motion carried.
Financial Report: Market continues to improve; May value $308,437.38. Interest
on CDARS and checking YTD $197.95. We received the Niehoff bequest which
was deposited in the SCLS Foundation account. Sue moved and Nora seconded
motion to approve the report.
Approval of Bills: $10,117.75. Deb moved and Nora seconded to approve bills.
Motion carried.
Director’s Report: see New Business
President’s Report: see New Business
Friends of the Library: See New Business
Correspondence: Columbus resident Jim Will expressed interest in supporting
CPL involvement in voter registration and absentee balloting.
Committee Reports:
Continued from May 2020 Unfinished Business.
Personnel Committee: Library Director evaluations received. Nora will compile
responses for presentation to Lindsey and the Board.
Unfinished Business:
Road Map to 2050-ongoing
New Business:
Estate Bequest—see Financial Report

Pandemic Policy—Current policy includes: library meeting room and Annex are
closed, meeting room used to quarantine returned books for 72 hours, chairs
removed to encourage social distancing, two computer stations unavailable for
use, children’s toys and games removed. In addition, patrons encouraged to
place any items they touch into a browsing basket rather than returning to shelf.
Patrons and staff encouraged to follow CDC guidelines regarding handwashing,
wearing masks and social distancing. Library staff has implemented extra daily
cleaning tasks.
Sue Salter requested further discussion of face masks. Lodi requires face masks
for patrons and staff. In other libraries masks are optional. There is nothing on
the CPL door regarding masks. Staff wearing masks sets a positive example for
not only for patrons but the entire community and the expectation is that patrons
will wear masks. CPL provides both masks and shields for staff.
Jim moved and Nora seconded a motion to require staff to wear masks when
working in the building and interacting with patrons even outside. Motion carried.
Fall Programming—will remain virtual with future possibility of in-person
2021 Budget—process started.
Friends of Library book sales in Annex—tabled to August meeting
Adjournment: Deb moved and Nora seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion
carried.
Next scheduled board meeting August 18, 2020.
Respectfully submitted.
Merry Anderson
Secretary

Columbus Public Library
Library Board Meeting
Tuesday, August 18, 2020
Phyllis Luchsinger Callahan Meeting Room
Pete Kaland called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m.
Present remotely: Lindsey Ganz, Pete Kaland, Sharon Eagan, Jim Schieble, Deb
Haeffner, Sara Sample, Trina Reid (phone), Merry Anderson
Adoption of the Agenda: Jim moved and Sharon seconded a motion to approve
the agenda. Motion carried.
Disposition of Minutes: Sharon moved and Deb seconded a motion to approve
the minutes. Motion carried.
Financial Report: Market continues to improve; June value $319.164.59. SCLS
Foundation confirmed receipt of Niehoff bequest. Jim moved and Sharon
seconded motion to approve the report.
Approval of Bills: $3,724.33 Deb moved and Sharon seconded to approve bills.
Motion carried.
Director’s Report: Two people contacted Pete re: CPL helping with fall election
i.e voter registration, absentee ballot drop-off—CPL staff would witness as
required. CPL working with City to approve and determine process and
necessary training. possibly Tues, Wed, Thurs 4:30-8:00 p.m. Not able to include
information in Commotion at this point.
Melissa Potter resigned as substitute Library Assistant. She served CPL and
patrons for 13 years. We are grateful for her service and dedication. Due to
budget uncertainty, she will not be replaced, and staff will assume the 4
hrs./week.
Virtual summer program has ended with 260 people of all ages participating in
reading program. While the 157,928 minutes logged is difficult to compare with
past programs, these results are encouraging.
Fall programming underway; anticipate partnering with local groups and featuring
guest speakers such as Valerie Bell and Jerry Apps. Also planned are adult
“make and take” at home with video tutorials and a ZOOM genealogy group.
Sara noted the Columbus Schools new director of community learning services
will be a good contact.

Positive feedback on Fall River programs indicate possibility of continuing with
fall, possibly lawn, program. Online videos with “to go bags” for children were
popular and will be continued. Teen programs had log in challenges but will be
pursued.
Rotary is meeting again with Lindsey attending. She and Catherine Walters Brick
attended online webinar “Transition Planned In-Person Adult Programs to a
Virtual Environment.” Among the ideas were filming presentations which could be
done in the Annex with the presenter unmasked and videographer masked
maintaining social distancing.
Due to patron complaints, Lindsey asked that delivery items not be quarantined
in-house as this is essentially double quarantining since these items come from a
controlled environment. As many patrons are engaging online, this would be
more efficient and responsive. Board OK’d unanimously.
President’s Report: see New Business
Friends of the Library: Meeting at Senior Center to discuss restructuring. FOL
continues to request reopening of Book Store in the Annex. Board discussed
noting proposed precautions. Jim moved to allow reopening. Pete seconded and
by 4 to 1 roll call vote motion carried.
Correspondence: None
Committee Reports:
Continued from May 2020 Unfinished Business.
Personnel Committee: Library Director evaluations received. Nora will compile
responses for presentation to Lindsey and the Board.
Unfinished Business: See Committee Reports
New Business:
Road Map to 2050—Lindsey and Pete met with Mayor Thom and City
Administrator. Uncertain as to whether they had seen Pete’s letter to the Council.
Pete encouraged moving CPL up in the planning process as explained in the
letter and believes our message was clearly communicated. Mayor and City
Administrator primarily concerned about the financial aspect. Lindsey and Pete
may attend relevant Council meetings. Trina questioned Fire Dept. proposed
expense but also noted that nothing is set in stone and we have a number of new
Council members and some unexpected emergencies.
Pete raised the possibility of exploring a capital campaign. General opinion-not at
this time. Pete also noted that only two people responded to his request for
comment on his letter to the Council. He advised that we, as a Board, must
present a united front as we moved forward.

2021 Budget—CPL appears to be in good shape. Lindsey will submit preliminary
budgets by 8/20. While 2021 will be a challenge, 2022 budget may be more
impacted. Suggested CPL would be advised not to request increase.
Adjournment: Sara moved and Jim seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion
carried.
Next scheduled board meeting September 15, 2020.
Respectfully submitted.
Merry Anderson
Secretary

Columbus Public Library
Library Board Meeting
Tuesday, October 20, 2020
Phyllis Luchsinger Callahan Meeting Room
Pete Kaland called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m.
Present remotely: Lindsey Ganz, Pete Kaland, Sue Salter, Nora Vieau, Sharon Eagan, Jim
Schieble, Deb Haeffner, Sara Sample, Trina Reid, Merry Anderson
Adoption of the Agenda: Jim moved and Sara seconded a motion to approve the agenda. Motion
carried.
Disposition of Minutes: Sue moved and Nora seconded a motion to approve the minutes. Motion
carried.
Financial Report: The Niehoff bequest transfer is complete. We rec’d a $50 donation (donor name
to come). Pete questioned the market loss; Jim explained the market is volatile right now and is
currently down. Sara moved and Sharon seconded a motion to approve the financial report. Motion
carried.
Approval of Bills: Bills of $17,240.21 reported. Sue moved and Nora seconded to approve bills.
Motion carried.
Director’s Report: The outside book drop is being used as a ballot drop off. Staff checks the box
once/day, six days/wk. Ballots are locked until taken to City Hall. Friends of the Library is closing
their store due to COVID but will continue to take donations and sort books. RFID reader kit rec’d as
part of DPI CARES Grant Act will be installed with SCLS assistance.
CPL proposed a project to collaborate on virtual programs among Columbia County libraries
including cost sharing, event and speaker promotion.
The virtual program with paranormal investigator Chad Lewis was so popular it exceeded the 500participant Zoom license limit. However, due to an issue with Zoom participation was capped at 100
which resulted in disappointed patrons. For an additional fee Lewis agreed to rebroadcast the event
on our webpage and local cable channel. Also, some SPAM links were posted in our Facebook
comments section. To address this going forward, some Facebook settings were changed, and a
sign-up guide was posted noting in particular that all CPL events are free and we never ask for
money.
Take-and-make kits continue to be popular. Also partnering with local groups to provide virtual
presentations including Chris Behl’s genealogy group, the Meditation Matters group and the
Wellness Book Report Club.
After new flashing repairs to both the Annex and Library roof, the Library roof continues to leak.
Nations Roofing will do a no cost water test. Pete noted the high quality of service from the roofing
company.
Internal staff meeting addressed communications procedures re: virtual programming and data
collection as well as the need to create greater awareness of the value of the Library’s services,
especially for the city finance committee.

The SCLS 24-hour quarantine period has led to patron complaints about long waiting times for
items. Since SCLS already quarantines these items, the additional 24-hour quarantine at CPL would
be a double quarantine. Board discussed and agreed to eliminate the CPL quarantine.
The Columbia County Finance Committee voted to decrease county funding to libraries at 70
percent. Other county departments also received decreases.
Lindsay prepared a “hybrid” staff schedule which allows some people to work from home and also
addresses a potential staffing situation should one staff person test positive and cause all staff to be
quarantined and the Library to shut down.
Lindsay attended the ARSL (Association for Rural and Small Libraries) Conference.
President’s Report: Kyle Ellefson, City Administrator, rec’d an email from a local citizen re: a
complaint about CPL services to Fall River at the expense of Columbus residents. It was suggested
that Lindsay contact Mark Ibach at SCLS to develop talking points to clarify how outreach actually
benefits all parties.
Friends of the Library: See Director’s Report. Some revenue coming in from Amazon sales.
Correspondence: None
Committee Reports: See New Business. The Personnel Committee will meet the 4th Wednesday of
each month. First priority is reviewing job descriptions.
Unfinished Business: Lindsay presented the 2021 draft budget which includes the above noted
county decrease. Board discussed. Jim moved and Sara seconded a motion to approve the draft
budget.
New Business:
COVID-19 Library Procedures—See Director’s Report
Library Roof—See Director’s Report
Director Evaluation Procedures— Jim moved and Sara seconded a motion to approve the Board’s
submitted evaluations as corrected. Motion carried.
Discussed goal-based evaluation tool with Board input on goals. Progress toward goals will be
included in the Director’s Report.
Jim moved and Sara seconded a motion to confirm Lindsay has successfully completed the 6-month
probationary period.
Adjournment: Jim moved and Sara seconded a motion to adjourn. Motion carried.
Next scheduled board meeting November 17, 2020.
Respectfully submitted.
Merry Anderson
Secretary

CITY OF COLUMBUS
PLAN COMMISSION – REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, AUGUST 13 2020 – 6:30 P.M.
COLUMBUS CITY HALL - 105 N DICKASON BLVD
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MINUTES
1.

Call Meeting to Order – Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM

2.

Roll Call – Chairperson Monday, Basten, Lewis, Ryan, Pyfferoen, Theilen were present.
Parpart was excused. Schreiber staffed the meeting.

3.

Notice of open meeting –Meeting was noticed in accordance with state and local laws

4.

Approve Agenda – Motion by Lewis, second by Pyfferoen to amend the agenda to
address item 8. New Business before item 7. Old Business. Motion passed 6-0.

5.

Approve Minutes from 7-09-2020 Plan Commission Meeting – Motion by Ryan, second
by Pyfferoen to approve the 7-9-20 minutes as presented.

6.

Citizens Comments - None

7.

Unfinished Business
a) Review and discussion of the Draft Site Plan Ordinance – Staff reviewed the updated
draft site plan ordinance. The changes were accepted by the Commission and they will
be forwarded to the Committee of the Whole for discussion and council approval.

8.

New Business
a) Public Hearing- Review the request of Troy Gates for a Conditional Use Permit for
outdoor sale of vehicles at 250 Commerce Drive. – Chairperson Monday opened the
public hearing. Staff provided an overview of the request and identified the need for the
Conditional Use Permit. Staff noted that no comments were received regarding this
project. Troy Gates was there on behalf of the applicant to answer any questions. The
Chair asked three times for comments and no comments were received in favor or
opposition of the project. The public hearing was closed by the chairperson.
b) Close Public Hearing – Deliberate and make recommendation to the Council regarding
the request of Troy Gates for a Conditional Use Permit for outdoor sale of vehicles at
250 Commerce Drive. - The staff report presented to plan commission recommended
approval of the applicant provided 8 conditions were met. Monday requested the
language under condition 3 be amended, plan commission supported the revision
Motion by Basten, second by Theilen to recommend that council approve the Conditional
Use Permit for Gates Auto at 250 Commerce Drive with the following conditions:
1. The applicant shall restore and maintain landscaping for the property. This
includes removing weeds for the property.
2. The applicant shall store all refuse in areas screened from the public.
3. The applicant will store all vehicles with visible body damage at an off-site
location where the outdoor storage of vehicles under repair is permitted.
4. All future building or site improvements for parcel 11211-1512.04 shall need
approved plans that are required for Conditional Uses under Section 114-26 of
the Columbus Zoning Code.
5. The conditional use permit shall remain in effect as long as the conditions upon
which the permit was issued are followed.
6. The conditional use permit will expire if parcel 11211-1512.04 is not used for

outdoor sales of motor vehicles for 365 consecutive days.
7. The applicant is required notify the Zoning Administrator if there are substantial
changes to the Plan of Operation.
8. The applicant is required to obtain building, sign and all necessary permits to
conduct business at this location.
Motion passed 6-0.
c) Public Hearing – Review the request of the City of Columbus for a zoning map
amendment from RD -Rural Development district to P - Public, semipublic institutional
and recreational district for parcel number 11211-1190.OL2 – Chairperson Monday
opened the public hearing. The proposed structure did not meet current setback
requirements for the zoning designation and the best way to approve the project was to
rezone the property. Staff received one question of clarification regarding the project.
The chairperson asked three times for comments and no comments were received in
favor or opposition of the project. The public hearing was closed by the chairperson.
d) Close Public Hearing – Deliberate and make recommendation to the Council regarding
the request of the City of Columbus for a zoning map amendment from RD -Rural
Development district to P - Public, semipublic institutional and recreational district for
parcel number 11211-1190.OL2.
Motion by Basten, second by Pyfferoen to recommend that council approve the zoning
map amendment for 11211-1190.OL2. from RD -Rural Development district to P Public, semipublic institutional and recreational district. Motion passed 6-0
e) Review the site plan for the Warner Street Lift Station located on parcel number 112111190.OL2 and make recommendation to Common Council – Staff noted that setback
regulations for the P - Public, semipublic institutional and recreational district were
established by a Conditional Use Permit. Since this use is a permitted use the zoning
administrator suggested the approval of the site plan to formally approve the project.
Motion by Lewis, second by Basten to approve the site plan as presented. Motion
passed 5-0.
f)

Review and approve off street parking exemption for Sunny Nutrition at 300 N Dickason
Blvd – Staff noted that per 114-124(2)(c)(3) the applicant needs an exception for off
street parking due the change in use of the facility. The site was a former lumberyard
that is being transitioned into a retail use. The site does not offer off street parking and
does not have space to provide off street parking. The abundance of on street parking
in this area will provide ample parking for this site. Plan Commission recommended that
staff monitor the parking in this area so it does not become a future problem. Motion by
Pyfferoen, second by Lewis to provide an exception to off street parking requirements to
Sunny Nutrition at 300 N Dickason Blvd. Motion passed 6-0.

g) Review final draft Chapters of Comprehensive Plan – Staff reviewed Chapter 3 Utilities
and Community Facilities and Chapter 4 Housing of the Columbus Comprehensive Plan.
Several suggested edits were made and will be incorporated into the plan. The draft
chapters will be placed on the city website for further comments.
9.

Adjourn - Motion by Theilen, second by Lewis to adjourn the meeting at 9:18 PM.
Motion passed 6-0.
Respectfully Submitted,
Matt Schreiber Director of Planning and Development

CITY OF COLUMBUS
PLAN COMMISSION – REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2020 – 6:30 P.M.
COLUMBUS CITY HALL - 105 N DICKASON BLVD
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MINUTES
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Call Meeting to Order – Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM
Roll Call – Monday, Basten, Lewis, Ryan, Pyfferoen, and Theilen were present. Parpart
was excused. Schreiber staffed the meeting.
Notice of open meeting – Meeting was noticed in accordance with state and local laws
Approve Agenda – Motion by Ryan, second by Pyfferoen to approve the agenda as
presented. Motion passed 6-0.
Approve Minutes from 8-13-2020 Plan Commission Meeting – Motion by Ryan, second
by Pyfferoen to approve the 8-13-20 minutes as presented.
Citizens Comments – None were received
Unfinished Business
New Business
a) Public Hearing- Review the request of Jeff Firari for a Conditional Use Permit to allow a
drive through facility for parcel number 11211-908.5 located at 109 Dix Street. – The
chair opened the public hearing. Staff provided an of the Conditional Use Permit
Application. The public hearing was noticed properly and no comments were received in
favor or opposition of the project. The chairperson asked 3 times for comments
regarding the application. Receiving no comments the chairperson closed the public
hearing.
b) Close Public Hearing – Deliberate and make recommendation to the Council regarding
the request of Jeff Firari for a Conditional Use Permit to allow a drive through facility for
parcel number 11211-908.5 located at 109 Dix Street. – Staff reviewed the plans
submitted by the applicant for the project The plan commission requested the lighting
plan be changed to provide better lighting near the entrance where the sidewalk crosses
the driveway and to provide 4 to 5 shade trees along near the parking lot on the
southern lot line.
Motion by Theilen, second by Pyfferoen to recommend that council approve the
Conditional Use Permit for Jeff Firari for 109 Dix Street subject to the conditions
identified in the draft Conditional Use Permit and subject to the modifications to the
lighting and landscaping plan. Motion passed 6-0
c) Review and Discuss draft Solar Array Ordinance - Staff introduced the draft solar array
ordinance. This will move forward to the next meeting for review,
d) Review final draft Chapters of Comprehensive Plan – Staff reviewed 4 chapters of the
comprehensive plan

9.

Adjourn Motion by Ryan, Second by Pyfferoen to adjourn the meeting at 9:07 Motion
passed 5-0
Respectfully submitted,
Matt Schreiber

CITY OF COLUMBUS
PLAN COMMISSION – REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2020 – 6:30 P.M.
COLUMBUS CITY HALL - 105 N DICKASON BLVD
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MINUTES
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Call Meeting to Order – Meeting was called to order at 6:31 PM
Roll Call – Monday, Lewis, Ryan, and Pyfferoen were present. Theilen, Parpart and
Basten were excused. Schreiber staffed the meeting.
Notice of open meeting – Meeting was noticed in accordance with all applicable laws.
Approve Agenda- Motion by Pyfferoen, second by Ryan to approve the agenda as
presented. Motion passed 4-0.
Approve Minutes from 9-10-2020 Plan Commission Meeting - Motion by Pyfferoen,
second by Lewis to approve the 9-10-20 minutes as presented. Motion passed 4-0.
Citizens Comments- No comments were received.
Unfinished Business - None
New Business
a) Review and make recommendation to the Common Council regarding the Certified
Survey Map for Phillip and Shelia Worthen at 146 E Mill Street – Staff reviewed the CSM
application for 146 W Mill Street. The CSM was completed to adjust the northern
property boundary at 146 E Mill Street to remedy an encroachment on their neighbor’s
property. Staff noted that the proposed CSM meets local ordinances and state statutes.
Motion by Pyfferoen, second by Ryan to recommend that council approve the CSM for
146 E Mill Street as presented. Motion passed 4-0
b) Review and make recommendation to the Common Council regarding the Certified
Survey Map for 1045, LLC at 210 Dix Street – Staff reviewed the proposed CSM from
210 Dix Street. Stating the CSM is a will create 2 new lots on both sides of the Pick N
Save located at 210 Dix Street. Staff noted that the proposed CSM meets local
ordinances and state statutes. Staff noted that some consideration needs to be given to
traffic when new development would occur. The plan Commission preferred to add a
note to the CSM that stated when Lot 1 and Lot 3 is developed a traffic impact analysis
would need to be completed as part of the approval process.
Motion by Pyfferoen, second by Ryan to recommend that council approve the proposed
CSM with the condition that states, “When Lot 1 and Lot 3 of the CSM are developed at
Traffic Impact Analysis will be required to address the traffic concerns for the private
driveway to Dix Street. Motion passed 4-0.
c) Staff update on Solar Array Ordinance and Comprehensive Plan – Staff provided a brief
update on these projects. Both items will be discussed on the November Agenda.

9.

Adjourn – Motion by Ryan, second by Pyfferoen to adjourn at 7:11 PM Motion passed 40.

Respectfully Submitted,
Matt Schreiber

CITY OF COLUMBUS
PLAN COMMISSION – REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2020 – 6:30 P.M.
COLUMBUS CITY HALL - 105 N DICKASON BLVD
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MINUTES
1.

Call Meeting to Order – Meeting was called to order 6:30

2.

Roll Call – Basten, Pyfferoen, Ryan, Theilen and Lewis were present. Parpart and
Monday were excused. Schreiber staffed the meeting.

3.

Notice of open meeting – Meeting was noticed in accordance with all state and local
laws.

4.

Approve Agenda – Motion by Theilen, Second by Basten to approve the agenda with
items 8b and 8 c being tabled until the next meeting. Motion passed 5-0.

5.

Approve Minutes from 10-15-2020 Plan Commission Meeting – Motion by Theilen,
second by Lewis to approve the 10-15-2020 minutes as presented. Motion passed 5-0.

6.

Citizens Comments – No comments were received

7.

Unfinished Business

8.

New Business
a) Public Hearing- Review the request of the City of Columbus regarding an ordinance to
create Section 114-19 of the City of Columbus Code of Ordinances establishing
Individual Solar Energy Systems. - The Chair opened the public hearing. Staff
provided an overview of the proposed ordinance and stated that no comments were
submitted regarding the draft ordinance. The chair asked three times for comments
regarding the draft ordinance. No comments were received and the public hearing was
closed.
b) Close Public Hearing – Deliberate and make recommendation to the Council regarding
an ordinance to create Section 114-19 of the City of Columbus Code of Ordinances
establishing Individual Solar Energy Systems. – This item was tabled until next meeting
c) Review final draft chapter(s) of Comprehensive Plan – This item was tabled until Next
meeting

9.

Adjourn - Motion to adjourn by Theilen, second by Basten to adjourn the meeting at
6:42 pm.

PFC Minutes for August 17th, 2020

1. Meeting called to order 6:00 p.m. by PFC Chair Olson
2. Roll Call: PFC Members present: L. Olson, T. Summnicht, L. O’Donnell. PFC Members absent: Z.
Kianovsky. Others present: CFD Koehn, CPD Chief Weiner, City Counsel Liaison Trina Reid.
3. Notice of compliance with Open Meeting Law – Notice of Meeting and Posted Agenda by Olson.
4. Motion by O’Donnell to approve agenda. Seconded by Sumnicht. Motion carried unanimously.
5. Motion to approve minutes of meeting 05/06/2020 by Sumnicht, seconded by O’Donnell. Motion
carried unanimously.
6. Citizen comments: None.
7. New Business.
Chief Weiner submitted written report and supplemented with an oral report.
Chief Koehn gave oral report regarding the Fire Department.
Motion by O’Donnell to convene to closed session pursuant to Sec. 19.85 (1) (c) Wis. Stats. to
consider employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of an public
employee over which the body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, to wit, interviewing of
candidates for Columbus Fire Department position. Seconded by Sumnicht. Motion carried
unanimously.
PFC then convened to closed session at 6:28 p.m. to interview candidates for Columbus Fire
Department Firefighter position.
Motion by Sumnicht, seconded by O’Donnell to re-convene in Open Session. Motion carried. PFC
re-convened in Open Session at 6:51 p.m.
Motion by Sumnicht, seconded by O’Donnell to place the following candidate on the CFD Eligibility
List: Jacob Berkevich. Motion carried unanimously.
8. Motion by O’Donnell to adjourn, seconded by Sumnicht. Motion carried unanimously.
PFC adjourned at 8:53 p.m.
The next regular meeting of the Columbus Police and Fire Commission is tentatively scheduled for
Monday, November 16, 2020 at the Columbus Fire Station or Columbus Council Chambers. Special
meetings may be called in the interim as needed.
Minutes submitted by Regan B. Rule, Vice-Chair, Columbus Police and Fire Commission o Columbus,
Wisconsin.
Minutes are drafted for approval.
Minutes approved by PFC on 12/2/2020

Recreation Advisory Committee
Monday, September 14th, 2020
Community Center, 161 N. Dickason Blvd.
6:30pm
Attendees: Amy Jo Meyers, Louise Voss, Adam Carthew, Ariann Morschauser, Ellen
Agnew, Ashley Schwoerer, Michelle Wallace
Excused: Kristen Hart
1) Notification of meeting was posted
2) Agenda approval was motioned by Morschauser and seconded by Agnew
3) Minutes from August 12, 2020 was motioned by Carthew and seconded by
Morschauser
4) Citizens Comments and Communications
a) Jesse Merfeld attended to speak about the wrestling program
i) Wrestling programs are still doing practices around the state of WI, regardless
of the uncertain conditions at this time.
ii) School Use: High School facility is getting too small
iii) Enrollment: 2019-2020, 35 children enrolled in program
(1) Expecting 20+ more to enroll from other areas
iv) Practices: considering breaking up time to reduce the amount of people in the
space at one time, potential times 6pm, 7pm and 8pm
(1) Suggestion of pavilion to be the permanent wrestling site, the lower part.
Approval needed. Equipment will need to be taken out during weddings.
v) Mats: two would be ideal, but can get by with one. Mats are 30x30 and cost
approximately $2500, though cheaper options found.
vi) Sanitation: after each use
vii) Tournament, a year out, Merfeld is checking with Beaver Dam about cost
viii)USA Wrestling will still be used and has increased $45/season
ix) T-shirts were discussed as there was a strong interest in them last year
x) Meeting: 11/5/2020 6:30pm Senior Center
xi) Coaches: there are four, which is sufficient
xii) Co-ed, Girls have their own league starting in high school
xiii)$200 in budget for wrestling this year
Old Business
1) Recreation software: No progress; city would like other bids. Civic Rec gave
discount to get us in the door
2) Continued discussion on possible price change for Large Park event rentals
a) Going on council on 9/15/2020, Amy Jo read the recommendation that she will
read at the meeting.
b) Contract is separate based on whole park rental agreement
c) Additional fees are incurred due to utility use, generally around $500
d) Proposing $1,000 for the first year and $1500 for year two and on. Recreation is
not looking to make a profit, just cover the costs
3) Throwback Thursday Contest

a) Challenging the community to recreate the same moment in the present, put two
photos side-by-side and submit them to our contest.
b) Contest runs 11/2/2020 to 11/30/2020, deadline to submit is 11/30/2020 to
recreation@columbuswi.us, or entries can be mailed to CRD/Photo Entry 229 S.
School St, Columbus, WI
New Business
1) Athletic field rental rates
a) $20/hour for any field, if lights are needed add $20/hour (pertains to football field
only)
b) Comparable:
$125/day- Watertown, doesn’t offer ½ day rate
$30/hour- Deforest, drag and line field extra $75/day
$33/hour or $100/day- Waterloo
c) Recreation Department did well with field rentals from shut down counties
d) Table until next time
2) Avalon Park Baseball Court- $4,000 needed
a) $500 donation from Theilen, $527 donation from American Legion
b) $2972 short, $2500 from budget and DPW kicking in doing cement
c) Want to start before leaf pick up
Director Report
1) Word search in Columbus Commotion
2) Trick or Treating- will have
3) Chamber: wants a truck or treat, no other information, Columbus Recreation will
sponsor if needed
4) Bingo: in honor of Veterans day, flier missing date of 11/15/2020
5) Pedal Days: going well
6) Drive in Movie: Kim from Senior Center has a screen to use. Will need volunteers.
Amy Jo will send out and email to inquire
Adjourn
Next meeting scheduled for Monday, October 12, 2020

CITY OF COLUMBUS
TOURISM COMMISSION
DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:

MONDAY AUGUST 3, 2020
6:30 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, COLUMBUS CITY HALL

MINUTES
1.) CALL TO ORDER – Meeting was called to order at 6:33 PM
2.) ROLL CALL – DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM – Milburn, Walcott, Thom and McCabe were
present. O’brion was excused. Schreiber and Wolf staffed the meeting
3.) NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING – Meeting was noticed in accordance with state and local laws.
4.) APPROVE AGENDA – Motion by McCabe, second by Milburn to approve the agenda as
presented. Motion passed 4-0.
5.) APPROVE MINUTES – Motion by Milburn, second by McCabe to approve the 6-1-2020 minutes
as presented. Motion passed 4-0.
6.) CITIZEN COMMENTS - None
7.) TOURISM COMMISSION FINANCIAL REPORT – Staff reviewed the financial report included in the
packet.
8.) MEDIA COORDINATOR REPORT - Staff reviewed the financial report included in the packet.
9.) OLD BUSINESS:
a. Review and take potential action on the Wayfinding Sign Project- Staff reviewed the
draft wayfinding signs content. The commission requested that staff receive multiple
bids with mock ups and design elements for the next meeting.
10.) NEW BUSINESS:
a. Review and Discussion of potential 2020 Tourism Commission Budget shortfalls due to
COVID 19 – The commission discussed potential budget shortfalls due to COVID 19. The
consensus was to move forward with the wayfinding project but to take a cautious
approach to the remaining budget due to the uncertainty regarding room tax revenue.
11.) ADJOURN – Motion by Walcott, second by Milburn to adjourn at 7:42PM

CITY OF COLUMBUS
TOURISM COMMISSION
DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 14, 2020
6:30 P.M.
SECOND WARD ROOM, COLUMBUS CITY HALL

Minutes
1.) CALL TO ORDER – Meeting was called to order at 6:34 PM
2.) ROLL CALL – DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM – Milburn, Thom, Walcott and McCabe were
present. Schreiber and Wolf staffed the meeting
3.) NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING – Meeting was noticed in accordance with State and Local
Ordinances.
4.) APPROVE AGENDA – Motion by McCabe, second by Milburn to approve the agenda as
presented. Motion passed 4-0.
5.) APPROVE MINUTES – Motion by Milburn, second by McCabe to approve the minutes as
presented. Motion passed 4-0
6.) CITIZEN COMMENTS - None
7.) TOURISM COMMISSION FINANCIAL REPORT – Staff review the financial report
8.) MEDIA COORDINATOR REPORT – Staff reviewed the media coordinator report.
9.) OLD BUSINESS:
a. Review and take potential action on the Wayfinding Sign Project - Staff reviewed the
bids for the Wayfinding Sign project. After discussion the commission asked staff to
refine the bids by asking for 1) Dark background with white box and black lettering; 2) 2
posts per signed with 2” posts; 3) Ask for life expectancy and Warrantys; 4) Ask the
composition of the signs, Vinyl vs paint; 5)Ask for more information regarding the signs
are mounted; 6) what are the possibilities for the back of the sign. Staff indicated that
he will follow up and get updated bids before the next meeting.
10.) NEW BUSINESS: - None
11.) ADJOURN – Motion by Milburn, second by Walcott to adjourn at 8:10 PM. Motion passed 4-0

Respectfully Submitted,
Matt Schreiber, Director of Planning and Development

Columbus Area Senior Center

Accredited by the Wisconsin
Association of Senior Centers

125 N Dickason Blvd
Columbus, Wisconsin 53925
920-623-5918
seniorcenter@columbuswi.us

Memo:
To: The Mayor and City of Columbus Council Members
From: Kim Lang, Director
Date: December 21, 2020
Re: Donation from Enerpac for the Music and Memory Program
The Columbus Area Senior Center would like the council’s approval of a donation from
Enerpac to the Music and Memory Program.
The Columbus Area Senior Center has been working on initiatives to engage seniors
where they live. We have started to work on several ways to do this. Our start was in
2019 with the purchase of a large SMART TV and web cam. We have been using ZOOM
and Skype to reach out to seniors in their home and connect them with their community
here at the Senior Center. These programs have become very important during the
pandemic and we hope to expand and make more accessible going forward.
Our next phase is to reach out to those (seniors and non-seniors) who have cognitive
challenges and find ways to engage them in our community. We had planned to start
the Music and Memory program in in the spring of 2020, however Covid 19 slowed the
beginnings and we are now hoping to start this the process this winter. This program
brings professionals, volunteers and participants together to re-connect and find a
unique a way to bridge gaps associated with cognitive impairments.
Enerpac has graciously offered to help us with the Music and Memory program for the
Columbus area with a donation of $2500.00 in training and equipment through Music
and Memory. https://musicandmemory.org/
Attached is our implementation plan and fundraising goals.

“The City of Columbus seeks to provide activities and services through the
Columbus Area Senior Center that enhances the quality of life for individuals
aged 55 and better in our community.”

CASC Music and Memory
About the program:
In 2013, the Wisconsin Department of Health Services made Dementia Friendly programs a priority. “Wisconsin’s Music
& Memory initiative is part of a broader effort, spearheaded by Secretary Rhoades, to become “dementia capable.”
Coughlin says DHS priorities include making dementia training programs more affordable and accessible, creating and
supporting dementia-friendly communities, improving options for individuals with dementia to live at home, and
adapting facility physical environments to needs of those with dementia.” https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/musicmemory/index.htm
The Columbus Area Senior Center would like to offer all of our citizens an Alzheimer’s friendly environment in our
community. The first program to work toward that goal is the Music and Memory program.
MUSIC & MEMORY® is a non-profit organization that helps individuals with a wide range of cognitive and physical
conditions to engage with the world, ease pain, and reclaim their humanity through the use of personalized music
playlists.
They train nursing home staff and other elder care professionals, as well as family caregivers, to create, provide, and
manage personalized playlists using digital music players that enable those struggling with Alzheimer’s, dementia, and
other cognitive and physical challenges to reconnect with the world through music-inspired memories.
By providing access and education, and by creating a network of MUSIC & MEMORY® Certified organizations, they aim
to make this form of personalized therapeutic music a standard of care throughout the health care industry.
To learn more about this program please visit: https://musicandmemory.org/
Implementation plan: *Dates are subject to change depending on Covid directives and access to participants, volunteers
and professionals for training and implementation.
Date
Fall 2020

Activity
Contract with program

Action Item
Contract with Music
and Memory

Fall 2020

Purchase Equipment

Obtain donations and
order equipment
Start with 10 iPod kits
5 IPad kits= $3000

Spring
2021
Winter
2021

Hold public promotional
events
Invite Volunteers and
Professionals to Training

Winter and
Spring
2021
Spring
2021

Schedule Training

Set up 3-4 events at
different days/times
Work with Asst. Living
organizations, schools
and community
groups
Set up with Music and
Memory at CASC

Spring
2021

Register participants

Schedule locations and
identify participants

Professionals and
families to identify
participants
Volunteers and
professionals work
together

Costs
$1250 ($200
annual renewal
fee)
IPod kit estimate
$100 (per
participant)
IPad kit estimate
$400 (per
participant)
$50 per event

Notes
Additional fundraising each
year to cover continuing costs.
IPad are preferred as they are
easier for users to manage
After 6 months, reassess
equipment needs based on
participants.

Spring
2021

Program Equipment

Spring
2021

Schedule participant and
professional 1st
appointment
Schedule
weekly/monthly
appointments
Schedule follow –up
volunteers, professionals
and volunteers
Set equipment checks
and maintenance
schedule
Evaluate success of
program and expansion
possibilities

Spring
2021
Summer
2021
Summer
2021
Fall 2021

Volunteers will use
registration
information to
program equipment
with participants play
list
Professional and
volunteer
Professional and
volunteer
CASC to schedule

CASC and volunteers

CASC, professionals,
volunteers and
participant families

Total estimated cost of starting program: $3800.00
Training

$800.00

15 Participant kits
$3000.00
(includes all equipment and music library)
Continuing costs:
$200 annual certification fee – includes music library fee
$100-400 per additional kit

Fundraising to date:
$2500 CAE grant awarded in 2019
$2500 Enerpac Community Grant to be awarded

Fundraising for additional
equipment will cover all
expansion costs.

2021 AGENDA ITEM
Committee of the Whole Meeting date: __January 5, 2021________________
Council Meeting date: _____________________
ITEM: ___ Butterfly Trails Volunteer Park MOU
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT MATTER:
The layout of Butterfly Trails Volunteer Park that was approved by council previously
has been amended. Based on the changes made to the site staff suggests that council
discuss the change and potentially update the MOU with oddfellows.
The attached site plan was submitted recently to the city and the seeding has been
completed based on the new site plan. The change in plans was not communicated
with the entire Oddfellows organization or city staff.
If the council chooses to update the MOU staff would like to consider the following:
1. Include a 2 week written notice to request DPW equipment or staff assistance on
site. DPW can provide assistance we just ask proper notice is given so they can
schedule accordingly. This has not been an issue to date, but as projects get
bigger it will need to be considered.
2. Any Tree removal along the shoreline will need a Shoreland Buffer Vegetation
Removal and Replacement Permit from Dodge County.
3. Any changes to the site plan need approval from council.
4. Others items as directed by council
LIST ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED: Revised Site Plan,
Signed MOU, Previously Approved Site Plan
ACTION REQUESTED OF COUNCIL: Update on site plan for Butterfly Trails
Volunteer Park

Revised Site Plan - Received 12-9-2020

Site Plan Submitted with MOU - April 2020

2021 AGENDA ITEM
Committee of the Whole Meeting date: ______January 5, 2021__________
Council Meeting date: ________________________
ITEM: ____ Review and discuss SMA for TAP Grant
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT MATTER:
The City of Columbus was awarded a TAP grant from WisDOT to complete Bike and
Pedestrian Trails throughout the city.
The agreement provides additional project details, but most importantly identifies how
project expenses will be allocated. The estimated City cost for this project will be
$100,867 with the State’s share estimated at $403,468. The SMA does not include
design costs of $66,360.75. The SMA does not cover the real estate costs as well. The
costs for real estate and design were approved with the grant application resolution in
February and were done do to make the grant application more competitive.
This agreement has been reviewed by administration, Planning/Zoning, legal and
engineering staff, with a recommendation for approval.
LIST ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED: State/Municipal
Financial Agreement
ACTION REQUESTED OF COUNCIL: Review and discuss SMA for TAP Grant

WisDOT Division of Transportation System Development
Southwest Region – La Crosse Office
3550 Mormon Coulee Road
La Crosse, WI 54601

Governor Tony Evers
Secretary Craig Thompson
wisconsindot.gov
Telephone: (608) 789-7879
FAX: (608) 785-9969
Email: robert.winterton@dot.wi.gov

December 14, 2020

MATTHEW SCHREIBER
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
CITY OF COLUMBUS
105 N. DICKASON BLVD
COLUMBUS, WI 53925

Mr. Schreiber:

Enclosed for signature is the project agreement for the following project that have approved funds in the 2020 - 2024
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP).
Project I.D.: 6217-00-09/69
C Columbus, Trail Network
Please sign and return one (1) copy of the agreement. Electronic signatures are acceptable. Return a copy of the
agreement by e-mail to the Department with signatures as soon as possible to this address:
michael.erickson@dot.wi.gov
Note the cost ratios for each project phase and any federal funding caps which may exist. The Municipality is
responsible for the entire cost of non-participating items as well as any costs which exceed the funding caps, if
applicable.
An agreement is not considered fully approved unless it has been approved by both the Municipality and the State, and
it is not considered fully executed unless a fully approved copy has been returned to the Municipality.
The Municipality and its consultants (or any other parties hired by the Municipality) MUST NOT begin work on a
federal/state-funded project phase until the State has provided notice of project authorization. Any such work would be
ineligible for federal/state funding. Authorization will coincide with the currently scheduled year that is stated in the
agreement.
Before starting the design of your project, please contact your Local Program Project Manager (LPPM) Aleigha Burg
at (608) 317-9083. If the project will be designed by a consultant using TAP funding, proper consultant selection and
a three-party contract is required. If the project will be designed by in-house/municipal engineer, a two-party contract
or work order will be required. The sooner you can begin the design process the sooner you can deliver and construct
your project.
If you have questions about this project, please contact LPPM at (608) 317-9083.
If you have any questions regarding the agreement or need an extension to the submittal date, please call me at (608)
789-7879 or e-mail robert.winterton@dot.wi.gov.
Sincerely,

Robert Winterton
Robert Winterton, P.E.
Local Programs Engineer – SW Region

STATE/MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT
FOR A TRANSPORTATION
ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM (TAP)
PROJECT

Date: December 14, 2020
I.D.: 6217-00-09/69
DUNS ID: 809611460
FAIN ID: To Be Determined
Project Title: C Columbus, Trail Network
Location/Limit: Various City Locations

Subprogram #: 290

Project Length (if applicable): 8,600 feet

Program Name: TAP

Project Sponsor: City of Columbus
County: Columbia
MPO Area (if applicable): N/A
The signatory, City of Columbus, hereinafter called the Project Sponsor, through its undersigned duly authorized
officers or officials, hereby requests the State of Wisconsin Department of Transportation, hereinafter called the
State, to initiate and effect the transportation project hereinafter described.
Wisconsin Statute 85.021 authorizes the State to administer a program to award grants of assistance to certain
political subdivisions, state agencies, counties, local government units, Indian tribes, consistent with federal law.
The authority for the Project Sponsor to enter into this State/Municipal Agreement with the State is provided by
Sections 86.25(1), (2), and (3) and Section 66.0301(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes.

NEEDS AND ESTIMATE SUMMARY:
All components of the project must be defined in the environmental document if any portion of the project will be
submitted for approval in a federally funded program. The Municipality agrees to complete all participating and
any non-participating work included in this improvement consistent with the environmental document. No work on
final engineering and design may occur prior to approval of the environmental document.
Existing Facility - Describe and give reason for request: The new trails will make connections with existing
trails, creating an interconnected trail network allowing bicyclists and pedestrians to reach prominent
points of interest within the City of Columbus. The completed trail network will connect all major parks,
the aquatic center, elementary school, middle school, high school and downtown area. The project will
also assist with the implementation of the Safe Routes to School Plan.
Proposed Improvement - Nature of work: Completion of 8,600 feet of paved bicycle/pedestrian trails in
various locations within the City of Columbus. The proposed asphalt trail will be 10-feet wide with 2-foot
wide gravel shoulders.
The Project Sponsor agrees to the following State Fiscal Year 2020-2024 TAP project funding conditions:
All Project Sponsors and processes, including real estate acquisition and environmental documentation, must
comply with A Sponsor’s Guide to Non-Traditional Transportation Project Implementation (Sponsor’s Guide) and
the current WisDOT Facilities Development Manual (FDM).
The subject project is funded with 80% federal funding up to a maximum of $403,468 for all federally-funded
project phases when the Project Sponsor agrees to provide funds in excess of the $403,468 federal funding
maximum, in accordance with TAP guidelines. Non-participating costs are 100% the responsibility of the Project
Sponsor. Any work performed by the Project Sponsor prior to federal authorization is not eligible for federal
funding. The Project Sponsor will be notified by the State when each project phase or ID is authorized and available
for charging.
City of Columbus, Trail Network
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The project is subject to a discretionary DBE goal assessment. The Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
(CDFA) number for this project is 20.205 – Highway Planning and Construction.
The subject project must be commenced within four (4) years of the project award date or the grant is rescinded.
Sec. 85.021, Wis. Stats.
1) For construction projects, a project is commenced when construction is begun.
2) For planning projects, a planning project is commenced when the planning study is begun.
3) For non-infrastructure projects that do not fall within any of the above categories, a project is considered
commenced on the date that WisDOT receives the first reimbursement request from the Project
Sponsor, as noted on form DT1713 in the ‘Date Received’ field.
Project Award date: September 15, 2020
Commencement deadline: August 31, 2024
Completion deadline: June 30, 2026
The project commencement deadline is fixed by statute and may not be extended.
The subject project must be completed by June 30, 2026, and the Project Sponsor must submit a project
completion certificate to WisDOT central office on or before this date. WisDOT may consider a written request to
extend the completion deadline from the Project Sponsor and may approve such a request in the presence of
extenuating circumstances. The written request shall explain the reasons for project implementation delay and
revised timeline for project completion.
In the summary funding table below, the federal share of the total estimated cost distribution indicates the
maximum amount of federal funding available to the project, to be distributed across federally-funded project
phases. The final Project Sponsor share is dependent on the final federal participation, and the actual costs will
be used in the final division of costs for billing and reimbursement.

City of Columbus, Trail Network
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SUMMARY OF COSTS

Total Est.
Cost

PROJECT TYPE
Design ID 6217-00-09
Design
State Review
Project Totals

Federal
Funds

%

Project
Sponsor
Funds

%

$0
$7,320
$7,320

$0
$0
$0

0%
0%

$0
$7,320
$7,320

100%
100%

80%
80%
0%

$98,619
$2,248
$0

20% + BAL
20% + BAL
100%

Construction ID 6217-00-69
Participating Construction
State Review
Non-Participating Construction
Project Totals

$493,095
$11,240
$0

$394,476
$8,992
$0

$504,335

$403,468

Total Est. Cost Distribution

$511,655

$403,468

$100,867
MAX

$108,187

N/A

*This project has a TAP federal funding maximum of $403,468. This maximum is cumulative for all federally funded project phases.

This request is subject to the terms and conditions that follow (pages 4–10) and is made by the undersigned under
proper authority to make such request for the designated Project Sponsor and upon signature by the State shall
constitute agreement between the Project Sponsor and the State. No term or provision of neither this
State/Municipal Agreement nor any of its attachments may be changed, waived or terminated orally but only by
an instrument in writing duly executed by both parties to this State/Municipal Agreement.

Signed for and in behalf of: City of Columbus_____________________________(please sign in blue ink)
Name

Title

Date

Signed for and in behalf of the State_____________________________________(please sign in blue ink)
Name

City of Columbus, Trail Network

Title

Date
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GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
1. All projects must be in an approved Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) or State Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP) prior to requesting authorization.
2. Work prior to federal authorization is ineligible for federal funding. The Project Sponsor will be notified by the
State when each project phase or ID is authorized and available for charging.
3. The initiation and accomplishment of the project will be subject to the applicable federal and state regulations,
as referenced in the document A Sponsor’s Guide to Non-Traditional Project Implementation. The Project
Sponsor, throughout the entire project, commits to comply with and promote all applicable federal and state
laws and regulations that include, but are not limited to, the following:
a. Environmental requirements, including but not limited to those set forth in 23 U.S.C. 139 and the
National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).
b. Equal protection guaranteed under the U.S. Constitution, WI Constitution, Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act and Wis. Stat. Sec. 16.765. The Project Sponsor agrees to comply with and promote applicable
Federal and State laws, Executive Orders, regulations, and implementing requirements intended to
provide for the fair and equitable treatment of individuals and the fair and equitable delivery of
services to the public. In addition the Project Sponsor agrees not to engage in any illegal
discrimination in violation of applicable Federal or State laws and regulations. This includes but is
not limited to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which provides that “no person in the United
States shall, on the ground of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be
denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving
Federal financial assistance.” The Project Sponsor agrees that public funds, which are collected in
a nondiscriminatory manner, should not be used in ways that subsidize, promote, or perpetuate
illegal discrimination based on prohibited factors such as race, color, national origin, sex, age,
physical or mental disability, sexual orientation, or retaliation.
c.

All applicable DBE requirements that the State specifies.

d. Federal and state statutes that govern the Transportation Alternatives Program, including but not
limited to and Wis. Stat. Sec. 85.021 and all applicable federal laws.
4. Additional applicable state and federal requirements may include, but are not limited to, the following:
a. Prevailing wage requirements, including but not limited to 23 U.S.C. 113 and Wis. Stat. Sec. 103.50.
b. Buy America Provision and its equivalent state statutes, set forth in 23 U.S.C. 313 and Wis. Stat.
Sec. 16.754.
c.

Competitive bidding requirements set forth in 23 U.S.C. 112 and Wis. Stat. Sec. 84.06.

STATE RESPONSIBILITIES AND REQUIREMENTS:
5. Funding for the project is subject to inclusion in Wisconsin’s approved Transportation Alternatives Program.
Federal funding will be limited to participation in the costs of the following items, as applicable to the project:
a. The grading, base, pavement, curb and gutter, sidewalk, and replacement of disturbed driveways in
kind.
b. Storm sewer mains necessary for the surface water drainage.
c.

Catch basins and inlets for surface water drainage of the improvement, with connections to the storm
sewer main.

d. Construction engineering incident to inspection and supervision of actual construction work (except
for inspection, staking, and testing of sanitary sewer and water main).
City of Columbus, Trail Network
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e. Signing and pavement marking, including marking of detour routes. Detour routes and haul roads
are not eligible on local projects.
f.

New installations or alteration of street lighting and traffic signals or devices.

g. Landscaping.
h. State Review Services for construction ID 6217-00-69.
i.

Other eligible TAP non-infrastructure items as enumerated in the approved application.

6. Project items purchased with federal funding are for the primary use of the Transportation Alternatives
Program.
7. State Disbursements:
a. Payment by the State to the Project Sponsor shall be made on a regular basis upon presentation of
Reimbursement Requests for expenditures incurred during prior periods of the project duration
subject to the allowable maximum payment. Exceptions to this schedule will be made as appropriate.
In general, State reimbursements will be made after sufficient proof of payment is sent to the state.
b. A final adjustment of state payments will be made upon completion of the State’s audit of the project.
If the State’s audit establishes that the State paid more than its share of the eligible project costs,
the Project Sponsor shall refund to the State upon demand a sum equal to the overpayment.
PROJECT SPONSOR RESPONSIBILITIES AND REQUIREMENTS:
8. Work necessary to complete the TAP project to be financed entirely by the Project Sponsor or other utility or
facility owner includes the items listed below, when applicable to the project.
a. New installations of or alteration of sanitary sewers and connections, water, gas, electric, telephone,
telegraph, fire or police alarm facilities, parking meters, and similar utilities.
b. Damages to abutting property after project completion due to change in street or sidewalk widths, grades
or drainage.
c. Detour routes and haul roads. The Project Sponsor is responsible for determining the detour route.
d. Conditioning, if required and maintenance of detour routes.
e. Repair of damages to roads or streets caused by reason of their use in hauling materials incident to the
improvement.
f. All work related to underground storage tanks and contaminated soils.
g. Street and bridge width in excess of standards, in accordance with the current WisDOT Facilities
Development Manual (FDM).
h. Preliminary Engineering.
i. Real estate for the improvement.
j. State Review Services for design ID 6217-00-09.

City of Columbus, Trail Network
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9. The work eligible for Federal and State participation will be administered by the Project Sponsor. The Project
Sponsor is an eligible recipient of these grant funds pursuant to Wis. Stat. Sec. 85.021 and all applicable
federal laws.
10. Where applicable, all contracts will be let by competitive bid and awarded to the lowest responsible bidder in
accordance with the requirements set forth in 23 U.S.C. 112 and Wis. Stat. Sec. 84.06. Where applicable, all
contracts for design related services shall be awarded and administered in accordance with the requirements
of 23 CFR 172 and procedures published in the Wisconsin Department of Transportation Facilities
Development Manual (FDM), Chapter 8, Consulting Services.
11. The Project Sponsor must receive, read, and agree to meet the requirements outlined in the Sponsor’s Guide
to Non-Traditional Transportation Project Implementation. The Project Sponsor must indicate this
understanding and agreement by submitting the Sponsor’s Guide Acknowledgement Form, which must be
accepted by the State before approval of this State/Municipal Agreement shall be granted
12. The Project Sponsor must complete and submit Certification for Non-Traditional Project Administration and
Delivery documentation, and this documentation must be accepted by the State, before approval of this
State/Municipal Agreement shall be granted. The Project Sponsor, and all consultants and other entities
working on behalf of the Project Sponsor, are required to comply with the federal and state rules and
requirements for projects being administered through a local letting process.
13. The project, in accordance with its scope, must employ the services of a registered professional engineer,
architect or landscape architect, to be responsible for design and construction engineering and related
activities.
14. A copy of the plans, specifications, and estimates containing the engineer’s, architect’s, or landscape
architect’s seal as prepared for bidding purposes (in accordance with project scope) must be provided to the
State for approval prior to advertising the project for bids.
15. The improvement will take place in accordance with the appropriate standards unless an exception to
standards is granted by the State prior to construction. The entire cost of the construction project, not
constructed to standards, will be the responsibility of the Project Sponsor unless such exception is granted.
16. Work to be performed by the Project Sponsor without Federal funding participation, necessary to ensure a
complete improvement acceptable to the Federal Highway Administration and/or the State may be done in a
manner at the election of the Project Sponsor but must be coordinated with all other work undertaken during
construction.
17. The Project Sponsor is responsible for financing administrative expenses related to Project Sponsor
responsibilities.
18. The project is subject to a discretionary DBE goal assessment.
19. The Project Sponsor will not proceed with any State/Municipal Agreement revisions without first receiving
prior approval from the State. A change order must be executed for revisions to the State/Municipal
Agreement prior to the Project Sponsor’s request for reimbursement for the revisions.
20. If reviews or audits show any of the work to be ineligible for Federal funding, the Project Sponsor will be
responsible for any withdrawn costs associated with the ineligible work.
21. If the Project Sponsor should withdraw the project, it will reimburse the State for any costs incurred by the
State on behalf of the project upon demand.
22. Sponsors of TAP projects within the Safe Routes to School eligibility category are required to conduct pre
and post project/activity surveys using the SRTS Parent Survey and Student Tally Sheets. The results will be
provided to the State at the conclusion of the project.

City of Columbus, Trail Network
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23. The Project Sponsor will assume all responsibility for retaining a complete project file that includes not only
construction documentation but also copies of letting documents, all Local and State submittals and approvals
contained in these instructions, and other pertinent documents to support project procurement, development,
implementation and cost and any other item required by 49 CFR part 18 and submitting such information,
upon request, in order to receive reimbursement. The Project Sponsor will keep all project records and have
them available for inspection by representatives of the Federal Government and the State and will furnish
copies thereof when requested.

24. The Project Sponsor shall allow the State and US Department of Transportation auditors to have access to
the Project Sponsor’s records and financial statements as necessary for determining the presence of and
compliance with all information and requirements specified in 2 CFR 200.332 (a) as amended effective
November 12, 2020.
25. In connection with the performance of work under this State/Municipal Agreement, the Project Sponsor agrees
not to discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment because of age, race, religion, color,
handicap, sex, physical condition, developmental disability as defined in S. 51.01(5), sexual orientation or
national origin. This provision shall include, but not be limited to, the following: employment, upgrading,
demotion or transfer, recruitment or recruitment advertising, layoff or termination, rates of pay or other forms
of compensation, and selection for training, including apprenticeship. Except with respect to sexual
orientation, the Project Sponsor further agrees to take affirmative action to ensure equal employment
opportunities. The Project Sponsor agrees to post in conspicuous places, available for employees and
applicants for employment, notices to be provided by the employment officer setting forth the provisions of
the nondiscrimination clause.
26. The Project Sponsor will include in all contracts executed by them a provision obligating the contractor not to
discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment because of age, race, religion, color,
handicap, sex, physical condition, developmental disability as defined in s. 51.01 (5), sexual orientation as
defined in s. 111.32 (13m), or national origin.
27. When applicable to the project, the Project Sponsor will at its own cost and expense:
a. Maintain all portions of the project that lie within its jurisdiction (to include, but not limited to, cleaning
storm sewers, removing debris from sumps or inlets, and regular maintenance of the catch basins,
curb and gutter, parking lanes, bicycle lanes, trails, and other facilities, sidewalks and other
pedestrian facilities, and other project infrastructure) for such maintenance through statutory
requirements in a manner satisfactory to the State, and will make ample provision for such
maintenance each year.
b. Regulate [or prohibit] parking at all times in the vicinity of the proposed improvements during their
construction.
c.

Regulate [or prohibit] all parking at locations where and when the pavement area usually occupied
by parked vehicles will be needed to carry active traffic in the street.

d. Assume general responsibility for all public information and public relations for the project and to
make fitting announcement to the press and such outlets as would generally alert the affected
property owners and the community of the nature, extent, and timing of the project and arrangements
for handling traffic within and around the projects.
e. Provide relocation orders and real estate plats and easements, as required by the project.
f.

Use the WisDOT Utility Accommodation Policy unless it adopts a policy, which has equal or more
restrictive controls.

g. Provide maintenance and energy for lighting.

City of Columbus, Trail Network
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h. Provide proper care and maintenance of all landscaping elements of the project including
replacement of any plant materials damaged by disease, drought, vandalism or other cause.
28. It is further agreed by the Project Sponsor that:
a. The Project Sponsor assumes full responsibility for the design, installation, testing and operation of
any sanitary sewer and water main infrastructure within the improvement project and relieves the
State and all of its employees from liability for all suits, actions, or claims resulting from the sanitary
sewer and water main construction under this State/Municipal Agreement.
b.

The Project Sponsor assumes full responsibility for the plans and special provisions provided by
their designer or anyone hired, contracted or otherwise engaged by the Project Sponsor. The
Project Sponsor is responsible for any expense or cost resulting from any error or omission in such
plans or special provisions. The Project Sponsor will reimburse the State if the State incurs any
cost or expense in order to correct or otherwise remedy such error or omission or consequences of
such error or omission.

c.

The Project Sponsor will be 100% responsible for all costs associated with utility issues involving
the Contractor, including costs related to utility delays.

d. All signs and traffic control devices and other protective structures erected on or in connection with
the project including such of these as are installed at the sole cost and expense of the Project
Sponsor or by others, will be in conformity with such “Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices” as
may be adopted by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials,
approved by the State, and concurred in by the Federal Highway Administration.
29. The subject project must be completed by the project completion date, listed on page 2 of this agreement,
and the Project Sponsor must submit a project completion certificate to WisDOT central office on or before
this date. WisDOT may consider a written request to extend the completion deadline from the Project Sponsor
and may approve such a request in the presence of extenuating circumstances. The written request shall
explain the reasons for project implementation delay and revised timeline for project completion.
LEGAL RELATIONSHIPS:
30. Responsibility for Damage and Tort Claims: The Project Sponsor and the Project Sponsor's surety shall
indemnify and save harmless the State, its officers and employees, from all suits, actions or claims of any
character brought because of any injuries or damages received or sustained by any person, persons or
property on account of the operations of the Project Sponsor; or on account of or in consequence of any
neglect in safeguarding the work; or because of any act or omission, neglect or misconduct of the Project
Sponsor; or because of any claims or amounts recovered for any infringement by the Project Sponsor of
patent, trademark or copyright; or from any claims or amounts arising or recovered under the Worker's
Compensation Act, relating to the Project Sponsor's employees; or any other law, ordinance, order or decree
relating to the Project Sponsor's operations. So much of the money due the Project Sponsor under and by
virtue of the contract as shall be considered necessary by the State for such purposes, may be retained for
the use of the State; or, in case no money or insufficient money is retained, the Project Sponsor's surety may
be held until such suit or suits, action or actions, claim or claims for injuries or damages as aforesaid shall
have been settled and suitable evidence to that effect furnished to the State; except that money due the
Project Sponsor will not be withheld when the Project Sponsor produces satisfactory evidence that the Project
Sponsor is adequately protected by public liability and property damage insurance. The Project Sponsor also
shall comply with all of the above requirements indemnifying and saving harmless the county, town, or
municipality in which the improvement is made and each of them separately or jointly and officers and
employees.
The State shall not be liable to the Project Sponsor for damages or delays resulting from work by third parties.
The State also shall be exempt from liability to the Project Sponsor for damages or delays resulting from
injunctions or other restraining orders obtained by third parties except where the damage or delay is a direct
result of an injunction or restraining order obtained by a citizen's action alleging violations of 42 U.S.C. 4331
- 4332, 23 U.S.C. 138 or Public Law 91-646.
City of Columbus, Trail Network
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It shall be the Project Sponsor's responsibility to see that all of the contract operations incident to the
completion of the contract are covered by public liability and property damage liability insurance so the general
public or any representative of the contracting authority may have recourse against a responsible party for
injuries or damages sustained as a result of the contract operations. This requirement shall apply with equal
force, whether the work is performed by the Project Sponsor, by a subcontractor or by anyone directly or
indirectly employed by either of them.
It is the express intent of this provision that a Project Sponsor that is a county, town or municipality may and
should contractually pass on this entire Responsibility for Damage and Tort Claims provision to any public
and private entities with which it may subcontract any of the work covered by this State/Municipal Agreement.
a.

The word, "surety" in the above paragraphs refers to the issuer of a payment and performance
bond under Wis. Stat. Sec. 779.14.

b.

Nothing in this section should be construed as a waiver of any statutory defenses that may be
available to any governmental party.

31. The Project Sponsor, also known as the primary participant, as that term is defined in 49 CFR Part 29,
certifies to the best of its knowledge and belief, that it and its principals, as that term is defined in 49 CFR
Part 29:
a.

Are not currently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible or voluntarily
excluded by any State of Wisconsin or Federal department or agency;

b.

Have not, within a three-year period preceding this State/Municipal Agreement, been convicted
of or had a civil judgment rendered against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in
connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain or performing a public (Federal, State or Local)
transaction or contract under a public transaction; violation of Federal or State antitrust statutes
or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records,
making false statements, or receiving stolen property;

c.

Are not currently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental entity
(Federal, State or Local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated above;

d.

Have not within a three-year period preceding this State/Municipal Agreement had one or more
public transactions (Federal, State or Local) terminated for cause or default; and

e.

That all grantees, contractors, and suppliers, including what is also known as lower tier
participants as that term is used in 49 CFR Part 29 and the Appendix to Part 29 -- Covered
Transactions, have certified in writing that neither they or their principals are currently debarred,
suspended, proposed for debarment or suspension, have been declared ineligible, or have
voluntarily been excluded from participating in this or any other Federal, State or Local transaction
by any Federal, State or Local department, agency or official.

32. Contract Modification: This State/Municipal Agreement can only be modified by written instruments duly
executed by both parties. No term or provision of neither this State/Municipal Agreement nor any of its
attachments may be changed, waived or terminated orally.
33. Binding Effects: All terms of this State/Municipal Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefits
of the legal representatives, successors and executors. No rights under this State/Municipal Agreement may
be transferred to a third party. This State/Municipal Agreement creates no third- party beneficiary rights to be
held by any person or entity who is not a party to this State/Municipal Agreement. Nor does it accord on any
non-party the right of enforcement.
34. Choice of Law and Forum: This State/Municipal Agreement shall be interpreted and enforced in accordance
with the laws of the State of Wisconsin. The Parties hereby expressly agree that the terms contained herein
and in any deed executed pursuant to this State/Municipal Agreement are enforceable by an action in the
Circuit Court of Dane County, Wisconsin.
City of Columbus, Trail Network
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35. Nothing in this State/Municipal Agreement shall be construed as a waiver of the State’s sovereign immunity.
PROJECT FUNDING CONDITIONS
36. Non-Appropriation of Fund: With respect to any payment required to be made by the Department under this
State/Municipal Agreement, the parties acknowledge the Department’s authority to make such payment is
contingent upon appropriation of funds and required legislative approval sufficient for such purpose by the
Legislature. If such funds are not so appropriated, either the Project Sponsor or the Department may
terminate this State/Municipal Agreement after providing written notice not less than thirty (30) days before
termination.
37. Maintenance of Records: During the term of performance of this State/Municipal Agreement, and for a period
not less than three years from the date of final payment to the Project Sponsor, records and accounts
pertaining to the performance of this State/Municipal Agreement are to be kept available for inspection and
audit by representatives of the Department. The Department reserves the right to audit and inspect such
records and accounts at any time. The Project Sponsor shall provide appropriate accommodations for such
audit and inspection.
In the event that any litigation, claim or audit is initiated prior to the expiration of said records maintenance
period, the records shall be retained until such litigation, claim or audit involving the records is complete.
Records pertaining to the performance of the State/Municipal Agreement are subject to disclosure pursuant
to Wis. Stats. Sec. 19.31 et seq., and shall be preserved by the Project Sponsor.
38. The Project Sponsor agrees to the following State Fiscal Year 2020-2024 TAP project funding conditions:
The maximum participation of federal funding will be limited to 80% of the actual eligible project cost or the
total cost distribution of TAP funds shown on page 3 of this State/Municipal Agreement, whichever is less.
The project federal funding maximum of $403,468 is cumulative for all federal/ earmark funded project phases.

[End of Document]
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2021 AGENDA ITEM
Committee of the Whole Meeting date: _1-5-2021______________________
Council Meeting date: __________ ___________
ITEM: _Review & discuss Potential for Downtown TID
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT MATTER:
Council recently disused the concept of a downtown TID at the 12-1-2020 meeting.
Council indicated support for a downtown TID and staff moved forward to create a
potential TID map for the downtown Area. Attached in your packets is a Map of the
areas that could be included in a Downtown TID and the values broken down by each
block.
Staff has talked with Greg Johnson from Ehlers and the cost for a project plan is
$15,000.
General Timeline (approximately 3 to 4 months)
• City will provide Ehlers with a map of the proposed TID along with tax key
numbers
• Ehlers will prepare a project plan for the TID
• Class 2 notice approximately 2 weeks before the public hearing at Plan
Commission
• Joint Review Board(JRB) meets to review the project plan,
• Planning Commission Public Hearing on Project Plan and approval of TID
boundary.
• Council reviews project plan and adopts resolution approving district project plan
and TID boundaries
• JRB meets to consider approval.
The creation of TID 5 started in the end of July and was approved by council on Sept
17th then the JRB approved it on October 3.
LIST ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED: Potential Downtown TID
Map, Potential Downtown TID Values
ACTION REQUESTED OF COUNCIL: Decide on the area to be include in the TID
and move this forward to the council to approve Ehlers for the project plan.

The City of Columbus does not guarantee the accuracy of the material contained here
in and is not responsible for any misuse or misrepresentation of this information or its
derivatives.

This map is not a survey of the actual boundary of any property this map
depicts.

DISCLAIMER:

TID MAP

SCALE: 1 = 327'

Print Date: 12/22/2020

3,925.00

105 N Dickason Blvd
Columbus, WI 53925
920-623-5900

City of Columbus

Block 1
Block 2
Block 3
Block 4
Block 5
Block 6
Block 7
Block 8
Block 9
Block 10
Block 11
Total

2020 Total EV
* 12%
2020 TID Value
TID Capcity

2020 Values Potential Downtown TID
Land Value
Improved Value
$385,400
$2,711,100
$300,600
$2,691,100
$201,600
$1,416,700
$244,200
$1,505,700
$244,200
$1,505,700
$264,300
$831,800
$158,800
$528,300
$0
$0
$61,800
$311,300
$72,200
$241,900
$171,300
$342,400
$2,104,400
$12,086,000

$490,790,800
$58,894,896
$41,540,900
$17,353,996

Total Value
$3,096,500
$2,991,700
$1,618,300
$1,749,900
$1,749,900
$1,096,100
$687,100
$0
$373,100
$314,100
$513,700
$14,190,400

2021 AGENDA ITEM
Committee of the Whole Meeting date: ____January 5, 2021 __
Council Meeting date: ______________
ITEM: _ Review & discuss Resolution for CDBG Close Application
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT MATTER: Review and Consider CDBG
Close Program Project
In June of 2019, the City of Columbus turned over the assets of the old Revolving Loan
Fund totaling $423,476.54 of federal funds to Wisconsin Department of Administration
(DOA) as part of the CDBG CLOSE program. The funds that were relinquished as part
of the CLOSE program are being held for City of Columbus as non-competitive grant.
Even though the grants are non-competitive, all projects must meet the national
objectives and rules of the CDBG program. Applications must be submitted by January
31, 2021 and the city will have 2 years to complete the project. The CLOSE program
does not have the matching fund requirements that are required by other CDBG
programs. This past summer, council selected storm water infrastructure project along
the second ward creek that will mitigate flooding issues in targeted areas.
Staff is working with DOA to complete the application before the 1-19-2021 meeting.
The DOA has approved the project concept and the LMI surveys have shown this to be
an eligible project. As part of the application, we need the following items to be
completed and signed.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Authorizing Resolution for Submittal of CDBG grant application
Statement of assurances
Lobbying Certification
Potential Fair Housing Actions Checklist
Citizen Participation Public Hearing Certification Form
Policy for Non-Violent Civil Rights Demonstrations/Prohibiting the Use of
Excessive Force and Barring of Entrances/Exits

LIST ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED:
ACTION REQUESTED OF COUNCIL: Review & discuss Resolution for CDBG
Close Application

Division of Energy, Housing and Community Resources

Community Development Block Grant – Authorizing Resolution for CDBG Application Submission

AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION

for the Submission of a
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Application
Relating to the

City

(County, City, Village, or Town)

of

Columbus

(UGLG/Unit of General Local Government’s Name)

participation in the

Community Development Block Grant – Public Facilities (CDBG–PF) / Planning (CDBG-PLNG)
program;
WHEREAS, Federal monies are available under the Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) program, administered by the Wisconsin Department of Administration (DOA) Division of
Energy, Housing and Community Resources (DEHCR) for the purpose of the provision or
City

development of a

(County, City, Town, Village)

plan (CDBG-PLNG), or for the provision or improvement of public facilities (CDBG-PF); and
Columbus Common Council

WHEREAS, after public meeting and due consideration,
the

(Name of Appropriate Committee)

has recommended that an application be submitted to DOA for the following project(s):
; and

Columbus Storm water Infrastructure Improvements
(CDBG Proposed Project Title)

Columbus Common Council

WHEREAS, it is necessary for
the

to

(County Board, City Council, Village Board, Town Board)

City

approve the preparation and filing of an application for
the

to

(County, City, Town, Village)

receive funds from this program; and
WHEREAS, the

Columbus Common Council

has reviewed the

(County Board, City Council, Village Board, Town Board)

need for the proposed project(s) and the benefit(s) to be gained there from;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that
the
v2017.01.26

Columbus Common Council
(City Council, County Board, Village Board, Town Board)

(continued on the next page)
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Community Development Block Grant – Authorizing Resolution for CDBG Application Submission
does hereby approve and authorize the preparation and filing of an application for the aboveMayor

named project(s); and that
the

is hereby

(Council President, Mayor, Board Chair, Village President)

City

authorized to sign all necessary documents on behalf of
the

; and

(County, City, Village, Town)

Columbus Common Council

that authority is hereby granted to

(Name of Appropriate Committee)

to take the necessary steps to prepare and file the application for funds under this program in
accordance with this resolution.
ADOPTED on this

The governing body
of
by Resolution No.:

day of

(Day)

,

(Month)

(Year)

(UGLG/Unit of General Local Government’s Name)
(Resolution Number)

, dated

Signature of the Chief Elected Official

. ATTEST:

(Signature of Clerk)

has authorized the above
resolution
.

(Date Authorized)

Title

Date Signed

Typed Name of the Chief Elected Official

Page 2
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Division of Energy, Housing and Community Resources

Community Development Block Grant – Authorizing Resolution for CDBG Application Submission

AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION: CDBG APPLICATION SUBMISSION
FORM INSTRUCTIONS
The Unit of General Local Government (UGLG) must submit documentation of an Authorizing Resolution for
submission of a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) grant application with the application
materials.
•

Fill-in the designated spaces throughout the form. (Please refer to the micro text located beneath each
fillable slot for guidance on the type of information that must be input.)

•

The Authorizing Resolution form must be signed by the local Clerk.

•

The Authorizing Resolution form must be signed by the Unit of General Local Government’s (UGLG’s)
Chief Elected Official (i.e., Mayor, City Council President, Village President, Town Board Chairman,
County Board Chairman, or County Executive). Make sure to provide the signature, typed name, and
title of the Chief Elected Official (CEO). Fill-in the date the form is signed by the CEO.

•

The Authorizing Resolution form must be mailed with your CDBG Application materials. Fill-in the
date the form is submitted with your CDBG Application materials.

•

Retain the original completed Authorizing Resolution form for your prospective grant file and mail a
copy to the Division of Housing (DOH) with your CDBG Application materials. Send the completed form
to:
Wisconsin Department of Administration
Division of Energy, Housing and Community Resources
Bureau of Community Development
Attn: CDBG Grant Application Reviewer
101 E. Wilson Street, 6th Floor
P.O. Box #7970
Madison, WI 53707-7970

Page 3
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STATEMENT OF ASSURANCES

I,

Michael Thom

(Name of the Chief Elected Official)

in

Columbia

(County Name)

,

Mayor

(CEO’s Job Title)

County certify that the

of

Columbus

(UGLG/Unit of General Local Government’s Name)

City of Columbus

(UGLG/Unit of General Local Government’s Name)

:

[Initial each item.]
1.

Has authorized its Chief Elected Official or Administrator to submit the
application, sign contracts, and conduct other business related to the
proposed activity if funded.

2.

Has identified its housing and community development needs,
including those of low- and moderate-income persons and the
activities to be undertaken meet such needs.

3.

Will conduct and administer its program in conformance with the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the Fair Housing Act, and has adopted a local
Fair Housing ordinance.

4.

Will minimize displacement as a result of activities associated with
CDBG funds, and will follow an adopted residential anti-displacement
and relocation assistance plan.

5.

Will not use special assessments or fees to recover the capital costs
of CDBG funded public improvements from low- and moderate-income
owner occupants.

6.

Will comply with 24 CFR 570.608 regarding notification, inspection,
testing, and abatement procedures concerning lead-based paint.

7.

Has adopted and will enforce a policy prohibiting use of excessive
force by law enforcement agencies within its jurisdiction against any
individuals engaged in nonviolent civil rights demonstrations in
accordance with Section 519 of Public Law 101144.

8.

Has a policy of enforcing applicable state and local laws against
physically barring entrance to or exit from a facility or location which is
the subject of nonviolent and civil rights demonstrations.

v2017.02.24
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9.

Will not enter into a contract with any entity that is debarred,
suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily
excluded from participation.

10.

Understands that the contract for professional services is between the
Applicant and the Grant Administrator; the State is not responsible or
a part of that relationship.

11.

Acknowledges responsibility for ensuring that CDBG contract
requirements are met. The fees paid for grant application and grant
administration may be published on DEHCR’s web page.

12.

Is currently in compliance with terms and conditions of all past and/or
active CDBG awards and/or contracts.

13.

Will not use CDBG funds to directly assist a business, including a
business expansion, in the relocation of a plant, facility, or operation
from one labor market area (LMA) to another LMA if the relocation is
likely to result in a significant loss of jobs in the LMA from which the
relocation occurs, in accordance with 24 CFR 570.210.

14.

Acknowledges that the project cannot commence prior to the grant
award and certain procedures must first be taken, including but not
limited to:
Completing the environmental review process;
Requesting federal wage rates if applicable;
Establishing base employment levels for job-related projects;
Entering into a development agreement with the participating
business if applicable; and
Developing a system for tracking job retention and/or LMI
benefit.

15.

Understands that incomplete applications may be denied before
review and denial of incomplete applications cannot be appealed.

16.

Will comply with all the provisions of the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Program and will maintain documentation of
compliance with the above certifications.

I certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information being submitted to
the Wisconsin Department of Administration (DOA) is true and correct.
Signature of the Chief Elected Official (CEO)

Date Signed

Signature of the Local Clerk

Date Signed

Page 2
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Community Development Block Grant – Lobbying Certification from the Municipality

LOBBYING CERTIFICATION
FROM THE MUNICIPALITY
The undersigned certifies, to the best of his/her knowledge and belief, that:
1. No federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to
any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member
of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in
connection with the awarding of any federal contract, the making of any federal grant, the making of
any federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation,
renewal, amendment, or modification of any federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.
2. If any funds other than federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for
influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress,
an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with
this federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete
Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions.
3. The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award
documents for all sub-awards at all tiers (including sub-contracts, sub-grants, and contracts under
grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all sub-recipients shall certify and disclose
accordingly.
This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction
was made or entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this
transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required
certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each
such failure.
City of Columbus
Name of the Unit of General Local Government (UGLG)

Mayor
Signature of the Chief Elected Official (CEO)

CEO Title

Signature of the Municipal Clerk

Clerk Title

Date Signed

Clerk

v2017.01.26

Date Signed

Division of Energy, Housing and Community Resources
Community Development Block Grant – Potential Fair Housing Actions
UNIT OF GENERAL LOCAL GOVERNMENT (UGLG) NAME:
DOA-DEHCR Grant Agreement #:

City of Columbus

POTENTIAL FAIR HOUSING ACTIONS
According to 24 CFR 570.487(b), the Unit of General Local Government (UGLG) must
take some action to affirmatively further fair housing during the contract period if the
UGLG receives a CDBG Grant. Indicate (by checking the appropriate boxes) at
least THREE (3) of the actions listed below that will be completed if the UGLG is
awarded a CDBG Grant. If your project is funded, the actions selected (below) will be
included in the Grant Agreement (i.e. contract) timetable and will be required to be
implemented in accordance with the timetable of the signed Grant Agreement. Fair
housing actions may include, but are not limited to the following:
Selection(s)

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

6.
7.
8.

v2017.01.26

Actions
Enact, strengthen, or advertise a local fair housing law;
Make area-wide zoning revisions to facilitate the dispersal of multifamily housing outside of minority-concentrated areas;
Initiate or fund any studies examining current housing opportunities for
minority persons, handicapped persons, and families with children and
have these studies form the basis of an affirmative action program
providing greater housing opportunities for minorities, handicapped
persons and families with children;
Send letters from the chief elected official of the local government to
those in the business of selling, renting, or financing housing,
encouraging them to adhere fully to the fair housing law;
Have the local governing body or chief elected official publicly endorse
the principle of fair housing and of adherence to the fair housing law in
the form of a proclamation, resolution, or similar publicized statement
of importance;
Improve community facilities and public services in racially integrated
neighborhoods to help preserve their mixed character;
Display a fair housing poster or provide fair housing information at an
appropriate public place;
Initiate a public education program on fair housing, involving, for
example, representatives of fair housing groups, human relations’
bodies, minority organizations, the real estate industry, and
government, through the local media. This could include talks on the
community's housing opportunities;

(continued on the next page)

Division of Energy, Housing and Community Resources
Community Development Block Grant – Potential Fair Housing Actions

9. Fund a fair housing organization (such as a local housing authority) to
conduct studies and/or to aggressively investigate rental and/or realtor
practices;
10. Suggest the use of affirmative marketing and advertising practices by
private developers as a condition for obtaining local licenses and
permits; and
11. Enlist the participation of local associations (realtors, real estate
brokers, home builders, and mortgage lenders) in approved voluntary
programs to promote affirmative fair housing marketing and to review
mortgage credit and underwriting criteria that may have an adverse
impact on minorities, women, handicapped persons, and families with
children.
12. OTHER:

13. OTHER:

UGLG Name:

Date by which
the actions will
be completed:

City of Columbus

(Date)

Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity: http://www.hud.gov/offices/fheo/
Fair Housing ads and other materials: http://www.fairhousinglaw.org/

Page 2
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Community Development Block Grant – Citizen Participation Certification (Public Hearing #1)

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
CERTIFICATION
for Public Hearing #1

I,

Pat Goebel
(Clerk’s Name)

, as Clerk for the

City

Columbus

of

, hereby

(City, Town, Village, or County) (Grantee / UGLG / Community Name)

certify that the following checked topics were discussed at the Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) Citizen Participation Public Hearing held at

06:30 PM

(Time: 00:00 am/pm)

Items
Discussed at
the
Public Hearing

on

December 12, 2020

:

(Date: Month, Day, Year)

Agenda Items / Topics Covered
1. Basic overview of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program.
2. The total Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds (including
anticipated Revolving Loan Funds) available for:
a.
Housing (CDBG-HSG);
b.
Planning (CDBG-PLNG);
c.
Public Facilities (CDBG-PF);
d.
Economic Development (CDBG-ED); and/or
e.
Public Facilities for Economic Development (CDBG-PFED).
3. Types of activities eligible for CDBG funding:
a. Housing (CDBG-HSG):
i.
Rehabilitation
ii.
Homebuyer Assistance
iii.
Special Housing Projects
iv.
Other:
___________________________________________
v.
Other:
___________________________________________;
b.
Planning (CDBG-PLNG);
c.
Public Facilities (CDBG-PF);
d.
Economic Development (CDBG-ED); and/or
e.
Public Facilities for Economic Development (CDBG-PFED).
4. Housing needs identified by staff/consultant prior to the Public Hearing.

v2017.01.26
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Community Development Block Grant – Citizen Participation Certification (Public Hearing #1)
5. Community Development needs (Planning, Public Facilities, Economic
Development, and/or Public Facilities for Economic Development) identified by
the staff/consultant prior to the Public Hearing.
6. Housing needs identified by attendees of the Public Hearing.
7. Community Development needs (Planning, Public Facilities, Economic
Development, and/or Public Facilities for Economic Development) needs
identified by attendees of the Public Hearing.
8. Activities proposed for the CDBG application.
9. The potential for residential and/or business displacement as a result of the
proposed CDBG activities.
10. The public attending this meeting were offered an opportunity to discuss the
proposed CDBG application.
*** Minutes from this Public Hearing (described above) are available upon request. ***
Clerk
Signature of the Municipal Clerk

Title

Signature of the Chief Elected Official (CEO)

Title

Date Signed

Mayor
Date Signed

Typed Name of the Chief Elected Official (CEO)
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Community Development Block Grant – Citizen Participation Certification (Public Hearing #1)

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION #1 CERTIFICATION FORM INSTRUCTIONS
The Unit of General Local Government (UGLG) must hold at least two (2) Public Hearings during the course
of its Community Development Block Grant, according to the schedule established within the CDBG Grant
Agreement. This form should be filled-in & submitted to the Division of Energy, Housing and Community
Resources (DEHCR) upon completion of the first Public Hearing as preparation for CDBG Grant
Application.
•

Fill-in the “Clerk’s Name”, the UGLG’s “City/Town/Village/County” designation, the
“Grantee/UGLG/Community Name”, along with the “Time” and “Date” that the Public Hearing was held.

•

Indicate which topic(s) were discussed at the Public Hearing by marking the checkbox(es) that appear to
the left of the listed “Agenda Items / Topics Covered” section.

IMPORTANT REMINDER!
A full copy of the meeting minutes from this Public Hearing must
be kept in the UGLG’s CDBG Project File and be made available
upon request by the Public and by DEHCR staff.
•

The Citizen Participation Certification form must be signed by the UGLG’s municipal Clerk. Make
sure to provide the signature and typed name of the Clerk. Fill-in the date the form is signed by the
Clerk.

•

The Citizen Participation Certification form must be signed by the UGLG’s Chief Elected Official (i.e.,
Mayor, City Council President, Village President, Town Board Chairman, County Board Chairman, or
County Executive). Make sure to provide the signature, typed name, and title of the Chief Elected
Official (CEO). Fill-in the date the form is signed by the CEO.

•

The Citizen Participation Certification form must be submitted with your CDBG Grant Application
materials. Fill-in the date the form is submitted.

•

Retain the original completed Citizen Participation Certification form for your prospective project file
and submit a copy with your CDBG Grant Application materials. The completed form must be
submitted (with your CDBG Grant Application) to:
Wisconsin Department of Administration
Division of Energy, Housing and Community Resources
Bureau of Community Development
Attn: CDBG Grant Application Reviewer
101 E. Wilson Street, 6th Floor
P.O. Box #7970
Madison, WI 53707-7970
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Community Development Block Grant – SAMPLE Resolution to Adopt Civil Rights Demonstration Policy

SAMPLE
Resolution to Adopt the Policy to
Prohibit the Use of Excessive Force and the Barring of Entrances/Exits
for Non-Violent Civil Rights Demonstrations
RESOLUTION NO.

[NUMBER]

A RESOLUTION OF THE [Columbus Common Council] OF THE City OF [Columbus],

POLICY TO PROHIBIT THE USE OF EXCESSIVE FORCE AND THE BARRING OF ENTRANCES/EXITS
FOR NON-VIOLENT CIVIL RIGHTS DEMONSTRATIONS
WHEREAS Section 104 (L)(1) of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 as amended (42 U.S.C.
69 §5304) prohibits the State from expending or obligating any Community Development Block Grant funds to any unit
of general local government that does not have or adopt a policy prohibiting the use of excessive force by local law
enforcement agencies within its jurisdiction against any individuals engaged in nonviolent civil rights demonstrations;
and a policy of enforcing State and local laws against physically barring entrance to or exit from a facility or location
which is the subject of such nonviolent civil rights demonstration within its jurisdiction;
AND WHEREAS it is in the interest of the [City] of [Columbus] to pursue Community Development Block Grant Funds
and to adopt policy that complies with Section 104 (L)(1) of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of
1974 as amended (42 USC 69 §5304);
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE [Mayor] AND THE [Columbus Common Council] OF THE [City] OF
[Columbus]:
It is POLICY of the [City] to prohibit the use of excessive force by law enforcement agencies within the [City]’s
jurisdiction against any individuals engaged in nonviolent civil rights demonstrations.
It is POLICY of the [CITY] to enforce applicable State and local laws against physically barring entrance to or
exit from a facility or location which is the subject of such nonviolent civil rights demonstration within the [City]’s
jurisdiction.
The officials and employees of the [CITY] shall assist in the orderly prevention of all excessive force within the
[City] OF [Columbus] by implementing the authority and enforcement procedures set forth in Title I of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1974.
The [COLUMBUS COMMON COUNCIL] directs the [COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT] to implement this
Resolution by amending applicable [COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT] procedures.
PASSED BY THE [Mayor] AND [Columbus Common Council OF THE [City] OF [Columbus].
[CHIEF ELECTED OFFICIAL SIGNATURE]
Chief Elected Official Signature
[CHIEF ELECTED OFFICIAL TYPED NAME AND TITLE]

Date

[DATE]

Date

[DATE]

ATTEST:
[MUNICIPAL CLERK SIGNATURE]
Municipal Clerk Signature
[MUNICIPAL CLERK TYPED NAME AND TITLE]

v2017.01.26

2021 AGENDA ITEM
Committee of the Whole Meeting date: ____January 5, 2021_______
Council Meeting date: ____________
ITEM:_Storm Water Utility or Transportation Utility_
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT MATTER:
In August of 2020, the concept of a storm water utility was introduced to the Committee of
the Whole. In November of 2020, the Committee of the Whole heard additional details
about a storm water utility, including benefits of a stormwater utility, steps needed to
implement a storm water utility, and the potential fee structure based upon the amount of
impervious surface on a parcel. One important component of the storm water utility, which
is required by Statute, is a referendum to avoid a dollar-for-dollar tax levy penalty. After the
last discussion, staff were directed to continue developing details in order to propose a
utility early in 2021, with referendum language adopted by January 26, 2021 in time to
appear on the April ballot. Preliminary estimates predict a monthly fee of up to $5 for a
typical residential property.
While staff have continued their work on a Stormwater Utility, City Engineering firm Ruekert
Mielke (R/M) suggested the City consider the benefits of a transportation utility as an
alternative. Transportation utilities have become more common recently, and allow
municipalities to collect fees similar to a stormwater utility, with the difference being that
fees collected could only be used for transportation purposes like road repair and
improvements. The other important difference is that statutes do not currently impose a
levy penalty for revenue collected by a transportation utility, therefore no referendum would
be necessary. The structure of a transportation utility would be similar to that of a
stormwater utility, except fees could be allocated based upon trip generation data.
Preliminary estimates predict a monthly fee of approximately $6 a month for a typical
residential property.

Both utilities share commonalities, in that the fees collected must be dedicated to that
specific purpose, and cannot be reallocated for other unrelated priorities. Based on the
total anticipated amount of work needed to repair and replace the existing infrastructure, it
would seem that a transportation utility may have a greater impact in the long term.
Additionally, if a transportation utility were established, that could free up money almost
immediately (during 2021/2022) that could be directed to make targeted stormwater
improvements in the most impactful areas. If done correctly, Columbus could make a
lasting commitment to improve our transportation assets, and at the same time address
important stormwater projects.
The Roadmap 2050 Plan already conducted several outreach events and solicited
feedback from residents and stakeholders on several issues, including roads. When
asked, “If you had $1 million to spend on Columbus this year, how would you spend it,” the
highest number of responses identified road improvements as their priority. The author of
the Roadmap 2050 Plan also noted, “Based on public opinion collected during this planning
process, additional spending on street reconstruction is important to the community.” They
also noted that while there has been a goal of spending $500,000 a year on roads, “Only
once, in 2016, did street reconstruction spending meet the target.”
The Roadmap 2050 data reinforces the data received as far back as 2009 and 2011, when
the city conducted citizen surveys, revealing, “The quality of City’s streets received
particularly low ratings, with nearly nine in ten respondents saying the streets are fair or
poor.” Additionally, when residents were asked where the city should prioritize investments,
improving and maintaining existing roadways were the highest responses. Interestingly, at
that time nearly 60% of the respondents indicated they would support additional taxes or
fees to improve or maintain the existing roads.
The timing for adoption of either utility would be similar, and could be accomplished within
the next few months. The timeline for the transportation utility may be extended if that is
more appealing, although the stormwater utility timeline has little room for change since the
referendum is tied to the April election date. Establishing either utility will require a series

of meetings and potentially the distribution of printed materials in order to inform the public
of relevant details. I would propose the following information sessions:


Introductory public information session - First half of February



Information session with proposed Fee/Credit Structure – Late Feb/Early March



Final public meeting with a final draft of the Ordinance being considered for approval
– Mid/Late March

To be clear, if there is interest in establishing a utility to fund improvements, staff suggests
the Council move forward with either a storm water utility or a transportation utility, not both.

LIST ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ATTACHED:


Ruekert-Mielke Article “New Funding Option For Wisconsin Streets Projects”

ACTION REQUESTED OF COUNCIL:
Consider the additional information presented, and determine if staff should continue with
preparations for a Stormwater Utility, including presenting referendum language for
approval on January 19th.
Depending on the direction of the Council related to a stormwater utility, determine if staff
should redirect their efforts to prepare for a proposed transportation utility.

New Funding Option for Wisconsin Streets
Projects

With strict tax levy limits and declining state aid, Wisconsin communities find them
selves between a rock and a hard place when it comes to funding roads projects. Special
assessments can be a major burden on community members, impact fees can only pay for
a portion of roads that will serve future growth, and the state of Wisconsin prohibits
communities from imposing any taxes beyond property taxes.
These limitations often force many communities to defer necessary projects. Fortunately,
there may be a new way to secure funding for your community’s streets.

A Path Forward for Streets Funding
Municipalities now have a new option for road funding: transportation

utilities.

A recent legal opinion from the League of Wisconsin Municipalities explains that creating
a transportation utility will allow communities to charge a fee in order to recover costs
related to transportation, including

street maintenance.

These charges must be carefully structured, or else they may be ruled as taxes. They
should also relate to users’ real use of the streets system. For instance, a twocar house
hold ought to be charged less than a UPS store because the store generates more traﬃc.

WI Case Studies
Several municipalities have already successfully created transportation utilities.
The Village of Weston implemented Transportation Utility Fees (TUF) to address the
upkeep of streets, curb and gutter, traﬃc signals, equipment, and more. These TUFs
were designed to oﬀset the steep decline in state aid. Properties are divided into three
tiers based on the length of their street frontage, and those with the most frontage pay
the most in fees ($29.20 annually).
After approving a tenyear transportation plan, the Town of Buchanan elected to secure a
large portion of the plan’s funding through utility fees. These fees are based on the num
ber of average trips by land use. The annual fees run from $315 for singlefamily resi
dences to a range of $189 to $8,400 for nonresidential properties.
The City of Neenah created a Transportation Assessment Replacement Fee (TARF). The
City uses its TARF to generate funds for streets projects in lieu of special assessments.
The TARF formula uses the same methodology as the City’s storm water fee system,
which is based on each parcel’s impervious surface area. Each singlefamily residence
pays $23 annually.

Best Practices
When setting up a transportation utility fee structure, be sure to do the following:
• Calculate the fee correctly. The fee needs to be calibrated to collect only what’s
needed for transportation.
• Charge the fees to taxexempt properties. This helps avoid the fee being mis
taken as a tax.
• Segregate funds collected through these fees. Spend them only on transporta
tion costs.

• Do not use the funds for snow plowing or street sweeping. There are a few ser
vices listed in state statutes that if paid for by fees cause the levy limit to go
down.
• Put the fee on a utility bill with all the other utility fees such as water,
wastewater, and storm water.

