
















































 

 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL REPORT  
 

FOR SEPTEMBER 21, 2021 MEETING 

 
 

 LEVEL OF STAFFING - AS OF 08/31/2021 
 

 

   32  Paid on Call Firefighters - Non-Probationary Members 

       2 Paid on Call Firefighters - Probationary Members 

       1       Fire Chief 

   35 Total Active Members 

 

         5 Vacant Firefighter Positions 

                           2  Hiring Process 

        0  Eligibility List 

 

   Full staff level for active fire personnel is 40  

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                        INCIDENT RESPONSES 

August 2021 

Run # Alarm Date 
Alarm 
Time 

End 
Time Incident Location 

City 
Incident 

Rural 
Incident Incident Type 

# of 
F.F. 

21-089 08/01 14:10 14:46 204 Dis Street X  MVA 6 

21-090 08/03 16:07 16:45 
Intersection 16/60 by 
BP 

X  MVA 10 

21-091 08/06 09:31 09:35 
Columbus Middle 
School 

X  
Fire Alarm 
Activation 

4 

21-092 08/07 17:32 19:03 Station X  Storm Watch 9 

21-093 08/07 22:18 23:36 1355 Park Avenue X  Fire Alarm 6 

21-094 08/08 23:27 01:12 
Commerce Drive ¼ 
mile south Hwy 60 

X  Vehicle in Pond 11 

21-095 08/09 10:04 11:30 
½ mile south of 115 
in NB area 

 X Vehicle in Field 3 

21-096 08/10 18:11 19:15 City of Columbus X  Weather Spotting 11 

21-097 08/13 16:49 20:00 Hwy 16/60 at TT  X MVA 12 

21-098 08/15 19:21 21:58 Hwy 151 exit 121  X MVA 13 

21-099 08/18 04:59 06:00 
720 West James 
Street 

X  Fire Alarm 7 

21-100 08/19 20:22 21:30 N6684 Hwy 73  X Structure Fire 11 

21-101 08/20 22:40 00:15 545 Manning Street X  MVA 9 

21-102 08/24 22:21 22:43 W1101 Hwy 60  X EMS Assist 3 

21-103 08/25 5:32 7:15 
¼ mile west of 
W3648 Hwy 60 

 X MVA 6 

21-104 08/27 14:00 14:30 
720 West James 
Street 

X  Fire Alarm 4 

Current Monthly Total:  16 
 
Total Runs by Month: 

      

       
       

 
Jan 12  July 10   

 
 Feb 14  Aug 16   

  
Mar 11  Sep    

  
Apr 18    

Oct  
  

  
May 13  

Nov  
  

  
June      10  

Dec  
  

               
 Year to date total      104                Last Year at this time      93 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

TRAININGS, MEETINGS, AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
AUGUST 2021 

 
 

 

 08/03 National Night Out – 19 members 

 

 08/04  SCBA Maze Trailer Training – 4 members 

 

 08/07 SCBA Maze Trailer Training – 3 members 

  

 08/09 Department Officers Meeting 

 

 08/10 Department Drill – District Scavenger Hunt 

 

 08/24 Department Drill – Grain Rescue, Sprayer, Anhydrous training at Duffy Grain 

 

 08/25 Enbridge Tour – Waterloo – 3 Officers 

 

 07/27 Department Drill -  – Ropes Training 

 

  

 

   

 

                           

 

ITEMS OF NOTE FOR AUGUST 

 
 2 Applicants – Interviewed with the Chief’s and PFC 

 

 National Night Out was again very successful with our maze for the kids to go through with the 

firemen. 
  

 

 Scott Hazeltine – Columbus Fire Chief 

 

 

 

 
 

     



 

 

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

LIBRARY NEWS 

The Columbus Public Library welcomed Debra Fogarty as the new Library Assistant 1. Clayton Brock’s 

last day with the Columbus Public Library was on Thursday, August 12. Lindsey Ganz and Deb 

Haeffner are currently working with vendors on the improvement project. The library programming 

team submitted an application for a NASA programming grant and we should hear back in August. 

Catherine Brick and Lindsey Ganz are currently working on submitting grants for virtual 

programming. 

PROGRAMS 

As of the end of the Summer Library Program this year, we had 48 adults, 19 teens, 80 children, and 

33 future readers registered for the program. Of the total 180 participants, 133 were active readers 

earned 1,568 badges, with 67 challenge completions, and a total of 145,899 minutes read.  

The first in person adult program in over a year was held in July with 

four participants attending a knitting program on the library lawn. 

Upcoming virtual project events include Yoga II and the paranormal 

investigation event. Adult take-and-make kits continue to be 

popular and have had positive feedback as well as pictures of 

finished crafts sent to the library (see patron submitted picture to 

the right.)  

BUILDINGS 

Unfortunately, the roof in the entryway started leaking again after a long stretch with no issues. The 

company we were working with had another option to try if the previous fix didn’t work. They will 

be coming to take a look at the issue.  

MEETINGS 

A few Columbia County directors met to talk about the virtual project events and we discussed a 

recommendation to bring forward to all of the directors on how to count the attendance for the 

virtual project events for the 2021 annual report. 

TRAINING/ EDUCATION 

Lindsey Ganz has renewed her grade 2 certification through July of 2026. Staff have been working 

together to help train our new hire, Deb Fogarty, on various library work. 

DIRECTOR GOALS UPDATE 

Director Goal: Develop Relationships. Lindsey Ganz is currently coordinating with Bright Futures out 

of Beaver Dam and the Columbus School transition program to provide volunteer opportunities for 

adults. Lindsey Ganz and Amy Berry are working together to create an orientation for volunteers 

who will assist with page duties or helping to pack take-and-make kits.  

 

 

 

August 17, 2021 

 



 

 

 

 

MONTHLY PROGRAMS 

 
Virtual 

(# programs) 

Virtual 
(# views) 

In-Person 
& Live Virtual 

(# programs) 

In-Person 
& Live Virtual 

(# attended) 

Take & Make 
(# kits taken) 

Future Readers  3 148 4 15 47 

Children  4 273 0 0 40 

Teen  0 0 2 2 15 

Adult  1 181 7 73 28 

STATISTICS 
2021 

Month 
2021 
YTD 

2020 
YTD 

2020 
Total 

 

Visits 
(# door counts) 

3,865 21,512 24,770 41,581 

 

Items Borrowed 
(total) 

5,048 28,480 27,118 49,471 

     % Columbus residents 

 

52% 

 

56% 

     % Fall River residents 11% 10% 

     % Other Columbia County 19% 19% 

     % Dodge County 12% 13% 

     % Other  6% 2% 

 

Digital Items Borrowed 
(# checkouts) 

1,199 7,395 6,311 11,072 

 

Books by Mail  
(# items sent) 

32 275 374 679 

 

Public WiFi  
(# sessions) 

6,537 60,245 31,642 69,379 

 

Public Computer Use  
(# sessions) 

245 1,404 1,660 3,019 

 

Wireless Printing & Faxing 
(# jobs) 

59 332 375 618 

 

Community Use of Rooms  
(# attended) 

20 20 117 117 

 

Patrons Added 
(# added) 

19 83 115 176 

JULY 2021 



TO:  Columbus Area EMS District Board Members 

FROM: Chris Orange 

DATE: September 2, 2021 

SUBJECT: August 2021 

 

Lifestar responded to 91 911 calls for the month of August in the CAEMS area that were paged out via 

Columbia County Dispatch.  Lifestar provided paramedic intercept service for Cambria EMS once and for 

Rio EMS once.  Lifestar requested mutual aid from Rio EMS five times for the month of August.  On 8/23 

there were five 911 calls within 1.5 hours which required mutual twice during that time.  On 8/29, there 

were three calls within 30 minutes, Rio was requested for mutual aid to cover the third call that 

occurred during that time.  Lifestar also provided mutual aid to Rio EMS once. 

 

Below is the monthly breakdown by municipality: 

• City of Columbus – 46 

• Village of Fall River – 9 

• Village of Lowell – 7 

• Village of Reeseville - 7 

• Town of Calamus – 0 

• Town of Columbus – 4 

• Town of Elba – 5 

• Town of Fountain Prairie – 4 

• Town of Hampden – 1 

• Town of Otsego – 0 

• Town of Portland – 0 

• Town of York – 0 

 

• Intercepts – 2 

• Auto ALS – 0 

• Mutual Aid Given – 1 

• Mutual Aid Rec’d – 5 

 

Lifestar met the response time guidelines for the month of August. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

   Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec TOTAL 

Calamus 3 2 3 2 4 1 0 0     15 

Columbus, City 38 32 37 28 29 25 51 46     286 

Columbus, Town 1 3 4 5 4 6 2 4     29 

Elba 3 3 4 5 3 5 5 5     33 

Fall River 16 11 9 13 21 16 11 9     106 

Fountain Prairie 3 4 2 2 6 3 6 4     30 

Hampden 2 1 1 0 3 1 1 1     10 

Lowell 0 2 4 1 3 1 5 7     23 

Otsego 1 2 0 0 0 1 0 0     4 

Portland 0 1 2 2 4 3 1 0     13 

Reeseville 3 6 7 7 5 8 9 7     52 

York 2 1 1 0 1 2 2 0     9 

TOTALS 72 68 74 65 83 72 93 83     610 

               

Auto ALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0     0 

Intercepts 0 3 1 0 0 3 2 2     11 

Mutual Aid Given 1 0 2 0 0 1 0 1     5 

Mutual Aid Rec’d 0 1 4 2 0 1 1 5     14 

               

MONTHLY TOTALS 73 72 81 67 83 77 96 91     640 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Christopher Orange 

Critical Care Paramedic 

Columbus Supervisor 



COLUMBUS POLICE DEPARTMENT 159 S. Ludington St. 

Columbus, WI. 53925 

920-623-5919 (Main) 
920-623-5930 (Fax) 

Dennis R. Weiner, Chief of Police www.cityofcolumbuswi.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 15, 2021 
 
 
 

Mayor Arnold 

Members of the Common Council 

Columbus Police and Fire Commission: 
 

 
RE: POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT, August 2021 

 
 
 

Attached is the monthly report for the Columbus Police Department. 

Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have questions. 

 

 
Chief Dennis Weiner 

http://www.cityofcolumbuswi.com/
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PERSONNEL 

The department is not fully staffed. Current staffing as of September 15, 2021: 

 
Authorized by Budget 

 

 Sworn Officers 

Actual 

Full-time sworn police positions:    10 8 

(Position breakdown)  

Patrol Officer 6 5 

Sergeant 1 0 

Lieutenant 2 2 

Chief 1 
 

 Clerical 

1 

Office Manager (full-time) 1 1 

Clerk (full-time) 1 1 

 
 

Current personnel: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name Date of Hire 

Chief Dennis Weiner 2/18/2008 

Lieutenant Roger Witthun 12/17/2001 

Lieutenant  Brad Konkel 06/13/2021  

Sergeant vacant  

Officer Matt Schultz 12/23/2002 

Officer Kelly Towne 02/02/2004 

Officer Riley Vogel 05/30/2017 

 Officer Andrew Henn  12/04/2019 

Officer Dillon Donahue 05/13/2020 

Officer vacant  

Office Manager Erika Kellar 02/04/1999 

Public Safety Clerk Bonnie Langsdorf 09/30/2006 

 

http://www.cityofcolumbuswi.com/
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PERSONNEL: 
We gave the written test and did 1st round interviews for 4 applicants for the officer vacancy on August 28.  The panel 
recommended 3 move forward. One was eliminated and another has a conditional job offer from another department. We 
are currently working on the background investigation for the remaining candidate.  
 
An internal applicant was interviewed on August 16 by the Police and Fire Commission for the vacant Sergeant position.  
 
We were short 2 Crossing Guards, who are supervised by the police department.  There is typically very little interest in these 
positions.  We were able to fill 1 vacancy and the other one if being filled by staff who agreed to come back and help. When 
we have an uncovered crossing, officers are assigned to them.  We are still seeking substitute crossing guards to work random 
assignments. Anyone interested can contact the police department. We like to have substitutes available when someone 
needs off so we don't have to fill it with an officer, who may be the only one on duty.  
 

TRAINING:  
 Lieutenant Konkel attended 2 weeks of supervisory and leadership training. It was lecture/instructor based but held virtually. 
He never left Columbus.  
 
Officer Henn and Officer Donahue a 1 day training in Portage titled, "Personal and Professional Breakthroughs for Police 
Officers." 
 
All officers attended firearms training at the Juneau range.  
 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT: 
August 3 National Night Out was held at Fireman's Park.  The attendance was amazing and it was a great event. As the event 
continues to grow, each year we learn some things to improve or incorporate into the next year's event. This year was no 
different.  
 
This event would not have been possible without the gracious donations of the residents and business community. This year 
they stepped up like never before with donations, and allowed us to increase the scope of the event. We are already looking 
forward to 2022.  
 

NOTABLE CALLS: 
An officer was dispatched to the Commerce Drive area at 11:21 p.m. for a 911 call from someone needing help.  Dispatch 
was not able to gather many details. Upon arrival, the officer saw taillights in the retention pond and made contact with the 
operator, who had swam to shore. He was arrested for drunk driving-2nd offense and other charges. He was very 
uncooperative and later in the arrest began spitting.   
 

TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT: 
During August 2021, officers issued 129 traffic citations, 112 warnings and 6 municipal ordinance citations.    
 
  
 
 

http://www.cityofcolumbuswi.com/
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AUGUST 2021 CALL SUMMARY 
 

                     Columbus Police Department                         

  

   Nature of Call                     Total Calls Received            

   -----------------------------      --------------------          

   911 HANG UP                                  32                     

   ACCIDENT HIT AND RUN                          1                     

   ACCIDENT-NON REPORTABLE                       1                     

   ACCIDENT PROPERTY DAMAGE ONLY                 6                     

   ACCIDENT WITH PERSONAL INJURY                 5                     

   ASSIST ANOTHER AGENCY                        13                     

   BANK ALARM                                    1                     

   FIRE ALARM                                    3                     

   MEDICAL ALARM                                 4                     

   PANIC ALARM                                   1                     

   ANIMAL COMPLAINTS                             5                     

   BATTERY                                       1                     

   BOND VIOLATION                                2                     

   MENTAL HEALTH COMMITMENT                      1                     

   CHILD SEXUAL ASSAULT                          1                     

   CITIZEN ASSIST                               10                     

   CIVIL                                        10                     

   CONTROLLED                                    4                     

   CRIMINAL DAMAGE TO PROPERTY                   1                     

   DISORDERLY CONDUCT                            5                     

   DISABLED VEHICLE                              6                     

   DOMESTIC ABUSE                                4                 

   DPW                                           1                     

   DRIVING COMPLAINT                            29                     

   ELUDING                                       1                     

   EMS CALL                                     12                     

   ESCORT                                        1                     

   EXTRA PATROL                                 41                     

   FOOT PATROL                                   1                     

   FRAUD                                         1                 

   GAS DRIVE-OFF                                 1                     

   ROAD HAZARD                                   3                     

   JUVENILE INCIDENT                             5                     

   KEEP THE PEACE                                1                     

   KIDNAPPING                                    1                     

   LOST AND FOUND                                4                     

   MUTUAL AID                                    1                     

   NOISE COMPLAINT                               3                     

   OUT WITH PERSON                               6                     

   OPEN DOOR                                    10   
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   ORDINANCE VIOLATION                           1                     

   DRUG OVERDOSE                                 1                     

   OWI                                           7                     

   PARKING VIOLATION                            10                     

   PROPERTY DAMAGE                               1                     

   SECURITY                                    270                    

   SEX OFFENSE                                   1                     

   SPECIAL EVENT                                 2                     

   SPEED BOARD                                   1                     

   SUSPICIOUS                                    9                     

   THEFT                                         2                     

   THREAT                                        4                     

   TRAFFIC CONTROL                               2                     

   TRAFFIC STOP                                154                    

   TRAINING                                      3                     

   TRESPASS                                     1                     

   VEH LOCKOUT                                  12                     

   VEH THEFT                                     1                     

   VIOLATION OF PROBATION/PAROLE                 1                     

   WARRANT                                       2                     

   WEATHER                                       2                     

   WELFARE                                      19                     

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                       Total Calls:            746 
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